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Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 3 Jul 84 p 30 


[Text ] 
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Australian Deputy Prime 
Minister, Mr Bowen, last 
month the two countries 
moved closer to establishing 


long-term co-operation be- 
tween their iron and steel 
industries by signing a 

um of understan- 


Australia is expected to sup- 
ply much of the iron ore for 
China's new iron and steel 
complex being built at 
Baoshan, near Shanghai. The 
complex is due to become 
operational next year. 

Senator Evans said that the 
long-term iron and steel 
agreement now being drafted 
could remain in force until the 
next century. 

He said that for China to 
achieve its modernisation and 
development objectives, 
Shanghai must remain at the 
forefront and become one of 
the great modern cities of 
Asia, such as Tokyo, Singa- 
pore or Hong Kong. 

Australia would like a stake 
in this exciting period of de- 
velopment. 


AUSTRALIA 
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ABORIGINE COMPANY BUYS URANIUM SHARE 





Melbourne THE ACE in English 4 Jul 84 p 1 





[Article by David Uren in Melbourne and Michelle Grattan in Canberra] 
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AUSTRALIA 


PAPER CALLS USSR ARMS TALKS PROPOSED ‘PROPAGANDA’ 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 4 Jul 84 p 8 


{[Editorial: 


| Text } 


"Moscow Propaganda Ploy: |} 


THE Soviet offer “Of new 
disarmament talks and its prompt 
acceptance by President Reagan 
seemed at first to open the way to a 
fresh start in East-West negotiations 
directed towards reducing the only too 
evident dangers of the arms race. 
There will be dismay throughout the 
world that hopes for an agreement 
between the superpowers have 
foundered as accusations are 
exchanged that one side or the other 
has “called the bluff” of its principal 


Nonetheless, it should ve apparent 
1o any objective observer thal it is the 
Soviet Government which is 
attempting to impose one-sided 
conditions on the talks and that it was 
trying to discredit the U5 
administration in the eyes of other 
nations and. wiih this vear's 
Presidentia) elections in mind, in the 
eyes of the American public. Despite 
Soviet claims to the contrary, Mr 
Reagan's response could scarcely 
have been “more serious” and “more 


The negotiations proposed by 
Moscow would be limited to the 
question of space-based weapons and 
anti-satellite weapons and would not 
deal with other issues such as 
intermediate and long-range nuclear 
missiles. 

The Soviet Government has good 
reason to be alarmed by the latest. 
developments in American miliary 


technology. If they are proceeded with 
as vigorously as Mr Reagan weuld 
like, they could reduce the possession 
of land-based missiles to virtual 
insignificance in the balance of power 
And, moreover, it seems unlikely that 
the Soviets could challenge US 
superiority in space-based weapons for 
very Many vears lo come 


But it is entirely unf€asonable for 


overwhelming relative strength of the 
Soviet bloc in strategic and medium- 
range missiles should not be 
considered It was because of the 
dominance of the Warsaw Pact's 


It will probably be claimed that Mr 
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But, whatever ulterior motives may 
influence the leaders of the two super- 
powers, the US has shown itself 
prepared to go much farther than half 
Way in trying to reach a 
with the Soviet Union, and perhaps the 
talks will yet take place. If they do not, 
it ought to be apparent that it is the 
Soviet leadership which is interested 
in a making propaganda rather than 
joing the US in a serious and 
responsible effort to slow down the 
arms race. 











AUSTRALIA 


DAILY REJECTS IDEA OF FEDERATION WITH NEW ZEALAND 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 4 Jul 84 p 8 


{Editorial: 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


PROFESSOR Geoffrey Blainey's 
Suggestion that New Zealand should 
initiate talks with Australia on 
federating the two countries wil] not 
cause the passions which followed his 
recent comments on Asian 


Professor Biainey's proposal arises 
in part from the stagnation of the New 
Zealand economy. He suggests that 
New Zealand's medium-term 
economic outlook is so grim that it 
cannot be sure of remaining 
independent indefinitely, and that it 
would benefit from federating with 
Australia. He also suggests that 
Australia and New Zealand's defences 
would be more secure if they were 
joined in a single nation. 

Certainly, there is room for closer 
co-operation between Australia and 
New Zealand, not only in matters of 
trade but also in defence, and 
culturally. Many people on both sides 
of the Tasman believe the two 
countries should establish institutional 
mechanisms to facilitate even closer 
relationships. 

It is also plain that in the South- 
West Pacific, Australia and New 
Zealand share strategic interests 
which alone should dictate a high level 
of defence a:sociation. More than that, 


the two countries share a similar - 
heritage, a similar commitment to-- 


parliamentary democracy and a 
similar cultural outlook. 


For all that, the suggestion that the 


two countries should formally unite 
and become one country is a nonsense. 
It was a suggestion which New 


4200/910 


"New Zealand Is Not Our Seventh State") 


Zealand rejected at the time of 
Australian federation and which it 
would be likely to reject again now. A 
nation’s sovereignty is never lightly 
thrown away. 

However, Australians too would be 
poorly advised to entertain any idea of 
trans-Tasman union. Already many of 
the problems oof Australian 
government result from isoiation. 
People in the outlying States, in 
Western Australia, in Queensland and 
in Tasmania, sometimes fee] remote 
from Canberra. How much more 
remote and isolated from the centre of 
political power would voters in 
Auckland or Dunedin feel? 


Moreover, Australia and New. 
Zealand are in truth separate nations. 
They have separate and independent 
histories. They have developed 
genuinely different national identities. 
A nation is a living organism, not just 
lines on a map. The cultural 
similarities of the countries should not 
obscure their cultural differences. 

As the European Community has 
Shown, nations can draw close for 
purposes of defence and commerce, 
and indeed for reasons of a perceived 
cultural affinity, while retaining their 
national distinctiveness. The mere 
fact that New Zealand is suffering an 
economic rough patch, even one of 
severe proportions, is not sufficient 
reason to contemplate giving up its 
national existence. 


As countless brave patnots of many 
nations have shown in the past, 
nationhood does not depend on 


prosperity 


6 








AUSTRALIA 


WOOL SET TO CHALLENGE COAL AS TOP EXPORT 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 2 Jul 84 pp 1, 2 


[Article by rural writer Nigel Austin] 








[Text ] THE Australian sheep in- Geneva next week, is expected 
dustry is poised to resume its to remain the same as for the 
long-term position as the past season. 


CSO: 


backbone of the Australian 
economy in the 1984-85 finan- 


Base prices for fine merino 
wool are expected to increase, 


one oe , eaten although strong merino and 
expected to jump by 20 per ough strong 
cent or 300.000 bales. crossbred wool prices will 


With the eastern grain belt 
Sliding into drought. the 
sheep industry. er than 
wheat. will challenge coal as 
Australia’s major export this 
financial year. 

The anticipated 1984-85 wool 
clip of 770 million kg. 8 per 
cent above last year's clip, will 
be the largest for 10 seasons 
due to the sharp rise in the 
national! sheep flock and the 
highest ever average wool cut 
per head. 

Exports of wool, sheepmeat 
and livesheep will be worth 
close to $3000 million in 1984- 
85. while beef exports will be 


probably be lowered. 


In the last week of trading 
for the 1983-64 season, 
demand gradually strength- 
ened with all major overseas 
puyers. including China, buy- 
ing strongly. 


The weakness of the Aus- 
traiian dollar and larger-tha- 
n-anticipated quantities of 
light-fault merino fleece wools 
were two key factors helping 
the market. 


Mr Asimus said the main reason for the 


content from 39 to almost 50 per cent. 


' worth $2420 million and wheat He told members of the Farm Writers and 
$2272 million based on the lat- Broadcasters Society of NSW on Friday 
est crop estimates. that the increase in medium merino wool 


The chairman of the Aus- 
tralian Wool Corporation, Mr 
David Asimus, said the in- 
dustry finished the 1983-84 
wool-selling season last week 
in a healthy position with the 
market indicator on a record 
499c a kg. 


But despite the high 1.24 
million bale stockpile, the 
Market Support Fund could 
comfortably handle a stock- 
pile of 1.5 million bales in the 
1984-85 wool-selling season. 


The reserve price for the 
1984-85 wool-selling season. to 
be announced by the Minister 
for Primary Industry, Mr 


Kerin, on his return from 
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stocks was a feflection of economic 
problems in Eastern Europe. 

However, the overseas economic recovery 
was already leading to increased wool usage 
with the United gdom and the United 
States being the first two to show the 
benefits. 

Exports to the US rose by 140 per cent last 
year, while Japan and Germany also 
increased purchases, Mr Asimus said 
Exports to Japan rose by 17 per cent, 
halting the declining trend of the past 
seasons. 

Mr Asimus Said confidence in the overseas 
wool industry was much higher than for a 
number of years with wool mills starting to 
rebuild stocks. 

China was the main disappointment for 
Australia last season with purchases 
dropping to less than 30 million kg after 
reaching 59 million kg in 1982-83. 








AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


YOUNG TO STAND DOWN--The special minister of state, Mr Mick Young, has agreed 
to stand down from the federal ministry to allow an inquiry into a false 
customs declaration. Mr Young has been the center of political controversies 
since he admitted earlier this week that he brought goods into Australia 
without declaring them to customs officials. He said he had not known what 
the goods were because he was carrying them on behalf of relatives. The an- 
nouncement that Mr Young was standing down pending the outcome of the inquiry 
was made after a special cabinet meeting in Canberra today. Earlier meetings 
between Mr Young and the prime minister, Mr Hawke, had failed toresolve the 
matter. Radio Australia's Canberra office says Mr Young had refused to give 
certain information about the affair which certain other ministers felt was 
essential. Last year, Mr Young resigned from the ministry after admitting 
that he leaked information about the expuision of a Soviet diplomat for spy- 
ing. He was reinstated to the ministry earlier this year. [Text] [BK261029 
Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 26 Jul 84] 


HIGH COMMISSIONER TO MAURITIUS--Australia has appointed its first high com- 
missioner to Mauritius. He is Mr Rod Irwin, whose appointment follows the 
government's decision in January to give greater attention to relations with 
Indian Ocean island states. Mauritius has maintained a high commission in 
Canberra since 1977. [Text] [BK241225 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0830 GMT 24 Jul 84] 


JAPANESE LOAN--The federal government has signed an agreement for a Japanese 
loan worth $476 million--that's U.S. $400 million--from a consortium of 53 
Japanese banks and insurance companies. A spokesman for the Nippon Credit 

Bank which is agent for the loan said it was for general spending purposes. 

The two loans, 100,000 million yen each, are the biggest in yen terms made by 
Japanese investors. The Australian loan carries an annual interest rate of 8 
percent over 10 years. [Text] [BK261311 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0830 GMT 26 Jul 84] 


ANNUAL INFLATION RATE--Australia's annual inflation rate is now running at less 
than 4 percent. The Bureau of Statistics said the consumer price index [CPI] 
rose by 0.2 percent in the 3 months to June, leading to an overall CPI increase 
of 3.9 percent since June last year. The federal treasurer, Mr Keating, 
described the figures as the best economic news Australia had had in 10 years. 
[Excerpt] [BK261311 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 CMT 26 Jul 84] 
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BURMA 


VOPB COMMENTS ON GROWING FOREIGN DEBT BURDEN 


BK140947 [Clandestine] Voice of the People of Burma in Burmese 0030 GMT 
14 Jul 84 


[Unattributed article: "The Top Leaders of the Military Clique Are Busy Going 
Abroad") 


[Text] The so-called president of the military government has just returned 
from Japan where his visit was described as successful. Before him, the so- 
called prime minister visited Australia and New Zealand and his visit, likewise, 
was described as successful. Mater Him, the so-called minister of finance and 
planning and the deputy prime minister visited China. That visit was also 
described as successful. 


Why are the top leaders of the military government going abroad one after another? 
What kind of success did they achieve? 


Their great success is in securing loans. The state of Burma's economy is 
obvious from the desperate search for loans by the top leaders of the military 
clique. The military clique is surviving on loans like a leukemia patient who 
survives on blood transfusion from others. 


As it commits itself to more loans, the military government has begun treating 
the foreign debt as a top secret issue. They no longer dare to mention it in 
the report to the People's Assembly. The military government is facing a 
critical shortage of foreign exchange and is bearing a heavy burden of foreign 
debt, forcing it to search desperately for more loans despite the already heavy 
repayment burden, 


According to foreign news agencies, the current foreign debt of the military 
government stands at $1.8-2 billion, of which is about 15-16 billion kyat. 
It is also reported that foreign loans and assistance worth $2.3 billion, or 
18 billion kyat were taken out between 1973 and 1983. The Burma Socialist 
Program [BSP] government continues to crave for more loans despite the debt. 


The latest foreign loan secured by the so-called president is 7 percent more 
than the one secured in the previous year, thus setting a new record, 











According to the above-mentioned statistics and putting the [word indistinct] 
per person stands at 431.3 kyat. For an average five-member household, the 
foreign debt per household would amount to over 2,100 kyat. Even if all the 
internal currency in circulation--worth 10.13 billion kyat--were spent, only 

two thirds of the debt would be repaid. The total value of foreign debt, which 
has to be repaid in foreign exchange, is four times the total value of the 
military government's exports of 1983-84. At the current value of exports, it 
would take 4 years to repay the loans even if all the available foreign exchange 
was used for debt payments. 


The relationship between exports and loan repayments has to be taken into con- 
sideration. According to official figures, the ratio of loan repayment to exports 
stood at 15.4 percent in 1977-78. This ratio grew to 24.76 percent in 1979-80, 
29.17 in 1981-82, and 31.2 percent in 1982-83. 


The figures show the growing gap between the military government's foreign loans 
and export performance. According to their 1984-85 estimates, 1.79 billion kyat 
is set aside for loan repayment. In the trade sector, it is estimated that 
proceeds from exports will reach 4.26 kyat. In terms of ratio, that would 

amount to 42.15 percent. In other words, even if their export target is fulfilled, 
over 42 percent of the proceeds would be spend on loan repayments alone. 


Although the foreign debt situation of the military government is not as bad as 
the South American countries, which are the worst hit in the world, Burma should 
be listed as having a serious debt situation. The country's present and future 
debt situation is quite disturbing, considering the performance of the BSP 
government in production and exports. 


And what is the top leader of the military clique--the number 1--doing at a time 
when the country is facing economic difficulties? He has left for Europe in 
the company of his retinue. Among those in his entourage were the ministers who 
usually accompany him, and a member of the Council of People's Attorney. It is 
common knowledge that this latter person, a member of the council of people's 
attorney and an ex-minister, is the registered representative of the military 
clique's top leader at the Bank of Switzerland. 


The Bank of Switzerland handles with full secrecy the black money acquired 
illegally by international dictators and top Mafia leaders. Recently, there 
was opposition to this bank both in the parliament and elsewhere because suvh a 
banking system has caused the country to lose prestige. Despite public opposi- 
tion in both Switzerland and Burma, the top BSP leader is busily attending to 
his private fund of black money. 


CSO: 4211/29 
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FIJI 


FIJI EXPLOITS WATERPOWER 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 27 Jun 84 p 6 


[Article by Peter Stuart, information officer for the Asian Development Bank] 


The tourists’ Fiji — the g beaches 
ont Orn as toe ee eee 


[Text ] 


cultural Fiji — coastal cane fields and narrow- 
gauge sugar-mill railways — disappears in the 


Climbing into the in- 
terior foothills of Viti 
Levu, Fiji's main island, 
cultivation gives way to 
rain forest. 

Neat country cottages 
are roofed in steeply 
sloped thatch, the ridge 
beam (or bure) protrud- 
ing distinctly at each 
gable. Wild boars are 
hunted by boys with 


spears. 

The gravel road twists 
higher, towards toothy 
volcanic peaks poking 
3658 metres into the sky. 

These craggy highlands 
were, until recently, virtw- 
ally without either roads 
or people. It is easy to 
understand why. 

Up here, the cheery 
South Pacific sun is a rare 


parting 
to the dark rock and nur- 
turing lush stands of virgin 


pine. 
Expenditure 
On Oil 

Yet this inhospitable 


site offers something that 
may be more valuable to 


Fiji than tourism or sugar, 
the two pillars of the coun- 
try's economy: independ- 
ence from imported oil 
for power. 

Small island nations 
such as Fiji and its Pacific 
neighbours are among the 
world’s most import - 
reliant. Like most of thera, 
Fiji imports nearly all of 
its fuel for generating 
electricity, at a crippling 
economic cost. 

A country with fewer 
people than the city of San 
Diego, California (about 
670,000), Fiji has been 
paying $1.5 million a 
month for diesel oil for its 


A 67-metre-high dam 


The water “yo 
ve 


bored mostly through 
solid rock, to spin four 20- 
megawatt turbines in a 


powerhouse in the valley 
below. 











oddly cosmopolitan aimo- ranks as the country’s big- 
The financing is truly a ndustries 
international, with loans ye By 
from ihe 45-member the daily blackouts which 
nation Asian Development disrupted their operations 
bank, the World Bank, the few years ago 
European Investment . blackouts 
Bank, and the Com- The by breakdowns 
monweaith Development in the ageing, diesel-fired 
Corporation. power system, regularly 
The work force — ground the plant to a halt. 
numbering 1500 at the “We used to have a 
project's height — blends shut-down for at least an 
Stoortana, Asso and day “says a company 
day.” says a company 
New Zealand with local electrical engineer 
workers from the ee 
Ss own melt annual 
ethnic Fijians, Indien and wan antes of SS 
million and a payroll of 
The main contractor for 176 employees, the shut 
a ee oe downs carried national 
Pealand-Britisn firm Kier " gnother 
Downer. ae A yp 
The cost of the r= 
users — the 
Monasavu is hefty: 's only brewery — 
an estimated $220 million, officials voice relief over 
or roughly a fifth of the the easing of another old 
country’s entire annual : 
output. But the problem power surges. 
dividends, too, will be im- 
mense. Self. li 
supply all tbe island’ heute 
s 
electrical needs, except 
for one area too smal! and Voltage fluctuations fre- 
remote to connect. quently ruined 
And there will be ample at the Suva plant of Cari- 
35 per cent of Fijians who which provides the coun- 
camp ae te mon pao be 
5000 new customers a year. ave 
year. ; Few Fijians who a 
Blackouts pied of base, or buy olan 
of cement — or switch on 
At End & light — probably have 
Construction has been more than the vaguest 
under way since 1978, and idea where Monasavu is. 
the main power plant was or what is being built 
commissioned in late there. 
1983. Yet —— heights. 
Far below here in the veiled clouds 
7 ital city of them, are quietly bestow- 
Suva — a bouncy three- ing & rere measure of 
hour trip by Land-Rover energy reliability and self- 


— the Monasavu project is reliance. 


CSO: 4200/915 
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INDONESIA 


REFUGEES TELL OF FIGHTING, FLIGHT OF CIVILIANS IN TIMOR 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 29 Jun 84 p 7 


[Article by Jill Jolliffe] 


Ih 


eh if i 


eg 


£3ifit2! 


AHH 


pa 


ia 


git i 


beh 


Hit 


[Text ] 


ie 


Hy 


i He 


tae 


* mney testified that the flight of 
civilhans (© mountain areas was 


similar to that which occured im- 


mediately after the 1975 invasion, 


La 


iit 
HH 


throughout the territory — espe- 
cially m rural areas — is poor. 
The motives for the flight are not 


entirely clear. 


jaty 
et 
iti 


mint 


On the one hand units of Indo 
nesian-trained Timorese had ap 


parently staged a wholesale 


pat 
Da 


i ll 


defection, with arms, to join the 
Fretitin resistance. Other Timor- 


$223 


bie 


it 


+35 


Ho 


Hit 


AHL 
HE 


443 seattle rae | 
ii iis H : 
372 
: 
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INDONESIA 


OPM REPRESENTATIVE ATTENDS INDIGENOUS PEOPLES CONFERENCE 


Irian Refugee Problem 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 26 Jun 84 p 3 


[Article by Ross Peake] 


[Text ] AUSTRALIA will be 


to consider Pi at ty yt 
asked will 
taking some of the 8000 Irian to Port Moresby, where he is 
Jayan refugees who have Mr Joku believes the ALP 
crossed the border from conference will strongly sup- 
ao oe oe a eee ; both 
He will lobby senior ALP 
boatioads of ille- members on his plan for 
AH Ah BA northern - 
in 
for the Free for the Minis- 
Movement (OPM). Mr ter for Immigration, Mr West. 
Hank Joku, said said Australia had not 
the request is un- accepted any refugees from 
likely to succeed because it Irian Jaya. 
would create a major diplo- Mr Joku admitted there was 
matic rift between Australia. “no way” Australia, given its 
Pa New Guinea and 
Sadoneste. would arms for his 
oun dan Ge an would 
yesterday t reiugees The 
would find the climate in Vanuatu, Israel, the United 
Shenthers Tere coniier to sold ad 
tory arms”. 
that of their homeland Mr Joku denied the OPM 
He said the OPM would also would rely on donations, but 
ask for arms to equip its 45,000 could not say what funds were 
freedom fighters now oppos- availabie to for weapons. 
ing Indonesian troops with He hoped for a political, not 
bows and arrows military, solution for Irian 
Mr Joku's trip to Australia Jaya. however, the OPM was 
has been funded the committed to continue fight- 
National Aboriginal fer- ing if no political solution 
ence, which is hosting a could be found. 
regional conference of the Mr Joku said he would not 
South Pacific zone of the ask to see the Minister for 
World Council of Indigenous Foreign Affairs, Mr Hayden, 
about OPM's struggle 
Although he was given a 10- “It is better that I see the 
y= Ay mt he pe _— Laker Perty besause © weet 
oku revealed yesterday t probably embarrassing 
he wanted to attend the ALP’s the Australian Government if 
National Conference, which Mr Hayden sees the OPM 


begins on July 9. spokesman,” he said. 
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Requests Military Assistance 
Melbourne THE ACE in English 27 Jun 84 p 1 
[Article by Ian Davis] 


[Text] CANBERRA--The Free West Papua Movement (OPM) has asked Australian 
Aborigines and other indigenous peoples to supply military aid to fight 
Indonesia. 


The request for arms or themoney to buy them was made in Canberra yesterday 
by Mr Hank Joku, the OPM'’s representative at a three-day conference organised 
by the Australian Government financed National Aboriginal Council to form a 
South Pacific regional arm of the World Council of Indigenous Peoples. 


The request is believed to have caused consternation among other delegates at 
the conference and could cause further difficulties in relations between 
Australia and Indonesia as well as problems for the NAC with the Australian 
Government . 


Although the World Council is likely to reject the request for arms on the 
ground that it has neither the funds nor the ability to provide weapons, the 
Australian Government is likely to be caused further heartburn by a proposal 
expected to be considered by the conference at today's final session. 


The meeting is expected to consider a proposal that it approach the Soviet 
Union for finance to establish the South Pacific region of the World Council 
if tne Australian Government is unwilling to provide the money. The organisa- 
tion believes it needs about $400,000 to start up. 


Regional pressure in support of independence for Irian Jaya and East Timor 
increased yesterday with a call by the Prime Minister of the Pacific Island 
State of Vanuatu, Mr Lini, for Indonesia to grant independence to Irian Jaya 
and East Timor. 


With concern increasing in Vanuatu, which, like Timor and Irian Jaya, is pre- 
dominantly Melanesian, the issue is likely to be raised at September's South 
Pacific Forum, of which Australia is a member. 
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After he had asked the conference whether the World Council would provide 
arms or money for arms, Mr Joku told ‘The Age:' "I do not think the request 
will disturb the Papua New Guinea Covernment."” (Mr Joku fled from Irian Java 
to Papua New Guinea in 1975 and is now a PNC citizen). 


"OPM is an internal problem for Indonesia," Mr Joku said. "If the Australian 
or New Zealand Governments have forgotten this, then all I can say is they 
are lucky to have OPM as a watchdog on Indonesia along the border (between 
Irian Jaya and PNG.) If there was no OPM there would be more threat to re- 
gional security--to Papua New Guinea, Australia and New Zealand.” 


The National Aboriginal Council has been asked by the World Council Indigenous 
Peoples to organise a South Pacific regional grouping in preparation for the 
international body's fourth general assembly in Panama in September. 


The international group represents indigenous people who do not control their 
own governments. Australian Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders and Maoris 
are already members 


The request for money to establish the regional body is expected to be made 
soon to the Foreign Minister, Mr Hayden, putting the question of the organisa- 
tion squarely in the Foreign Affairs domain. 


Mr Joku said he had asked the World Council "if it could provide military as- 
sistance because the nature of our struggle is not through political institu- 
tions like the Aborigines’ or Tahitians'. Our struggle needs military assist- 
ance. Our struggle will be solved only by violence. Our first requirement is 
military assistance and secondly money". 


He said that OPM had captured arms from the Indonesians in Irian Jaya and had 
been given arms by Papuan sympathisers in the Indonesian militia. Other arms 
had been bought from corrupt Indonesian military people. "The Indonesians 
would sell us their grandmothers," he said. 


"We are fighting Indonesia. We want to defend our land and our people. Aus- 
tralia may not believe that, but it is wrong for Australia and Papua New Guin- 
ea to tell us not to defend ourselves." 


In an interview with the ABC in Vanuatu, Mr Lini said: "It is important for 
Vanuatu to get Papua New Guinea to accept the fact that the only peaceful 
solution is for West Papua to become an independent State. 


"I extend that also to include East Timor, otherwise there will be a continu- 
ation in the conflict between Indonesia and East Timor". 


Mr Lini said he believed that Indonesia could be persuaded to leave Irian Jaya 
and East Timor. "I think that is possible; I trust Indonesia; they are con- 
cerned about peace,” he said. 


CSO: 4200/909 
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LANGUAGE STUDENT SPECIALISTS IN USSR 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 14 Jun 84 p 2 
/article by L. Rousak: “An Important Task is Waiting for Us"/ 


/Excerpt/ Over 100 Lao youth are continuing their studies in the city of 
Minsk, capital of the Belorussian SSR, to become doctors, teachers, /mechanical 
engineers/, and cultural cadres. Based on the report of the LPDR government 


on training translators, what languages does the foreign language institute in 
Minsk teach? 


The Lao students study Russian, German, French, and Spanish. Instead of learn- 
ing one period at a time, they study all at the same time in order to shorten 
the teaching time. 


I had an opportunity to interview Mrs Lyidmila (Malsakina), the translation 
chief of this institute, on the results and some problems on this matter. She 
said that at the beginning they were not really sure whether it would be 
successful, If you think about it, they had to teach three or four different 
languages at the same time to the students where the teacher and students had 
no common language. This means that learning a foreign language at the same 
time as learning the student's own language. It was necessary to figure out 
a new teaching method so that the Lao students would not be far behind in 
studying with their Soviet classmates. There are some Lao who are highly 
capable and gifted who have helped to solve various problems, They organized 
the teaching by dividing into groups of four, and this was effective for the 
language studies. 


New technology helps a great deal in facilitating teaching. Different language 
study centers are all completely equipped with both Soviet equipment and that 
ordered from abroad. 


The following is the opinion of a student, Comrade Phon (Fib). He said that he 
worked in the Lao Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a translator and editor. In 
being a translator one does not only know how to speak and use a foreign 
language. Translation work is difficult and confusing. The word translator 
means having regular and close contact with all classes of people and encounter- 
ing unexpected situations that occur often. Thus, it is necessary to know how 
to translate /literary/ and technical matters correctly and accurately. Whether 
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the conversation will be interesting or dull depends on the translator himself. 
A translator is a mediator who acquaints the public with life in foreign 
countries. It is also true that he is a representative of his own country in 
disseminating the achievements of his country and his people to foreigners. 

This occupation requires us to know all aspects of life and to keep on learning. 
Being a translator does not only mean knowing a foreign language well, but also 
learning the way of life of those who speak the language. He must often speak 
with and associate with them, and he must be /at ease/ in that society. 


Professor Mrs Irina (Zakhavskaya) also tries in every way to teach her students. 
Previously she was a student at this institute, She got excellent marks, and 
was an active participant in social life. She was a chairperson of the student 
council for outstanding students of the institute, and headed the International 
Friendship Committee. In her last year as a student she received the honorary 
Lenin Scholarship. After graduation she worked abroad with her husband in 
Egypt for many years as a translator in an industrial enterprise. After 
returning to Minsk she went to work at her /alma mater/ where he assigned task 
is a difficult one with heavy responsibility. 


Comrade Chantala said that Professor Irina's translation lessons are very 
interesting. She teaches them how to speak the language, and she is friendly 
and attentive to the students. She looks for every possible way to make her 
studnets unafraid of making mistakes in speaking. In actual practice it is 
not only a language lesson but also Mrs Irina tries to cultivate our good 
qualities. This will become necessary for our task in the future. 
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LAOS 


PROBLEMS OF STUDENT SELECTION FOR TRAINING OVERSEAS 

Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lso 31 May, 1 Jun, 2 Jun, 5 Jun 84 

/"Conversation With the Editor" Column: "Sending Students to Study Abroad"7 
/31 May 84 p 27 

/Text/ /Question/ A friend of VIENTIANE MAI using the assumed name "one who 
is concerned" wrote us a long letter complaining about the following, He was 
concerned with sending students to study abroad and said that it was not being 
done equitably. He also expressed concern about the quality of education 
because he is afraid that our educational system will produce people with 
neithger knowledge nor ability to serve the country. 


/Answer/ We once answered a similar question but it is all right if he has not 
read it and so we will discuss this matter again. 


How is our educational system expanding today? 

What is the policy of sending students abroad? 

What is the quality of our education today? 

We would like to answer comrade “one who is concerned" in detail, 

Problems Concerning the Expansion of the Educational System Today 

We can clearly see that over the 8 to 9 years that our LPDR regime has been 
established our educational system has undergone a great expansion when compared 
with the old regime that ruled the country for many decades. 

The expansion is an objective demand of the socialist revolution which is being 
carried out victoriously according to the correct and brilliant policies of our 
party. The growth reflects the spirit of our nation in its desire to construct 
and develop our country, and the desire to grow, to catch up with the developed 


countries. 


The expansion did not just happen by itself but it was because of the close 
guidance of the party. 
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/1 Jun 84 p 2/ 


/Text/ It is clear that our party has set a policy for us to directly advance 
to socialism without going through a period of capitalist expansion. 


The construction of socialism requires people with knowledge, ability, and a 
high level of educaiton. Thus, our party considers education of prime 
significance. 


Our party's educational policy is for all people helping all of society to have 
education equally and on a broad scale throughout. It pays attention to the 
children of working people, and attentively expands the educational system to 
faraway ahd hard-to-reach mountainous areas. 


By carrying out our party's policy every educational level will be seen to 
expand rapidly and incomparably when compared with the growth rate under the 
old regime. 


With the basic educational system expanding in this way it is clear that we 
will encounter many problems, e.g., the educational system must be widely 
expanded to a high (university) level in different fields domestically, the 
same as the vocational system. Additionally, a number of students must be 
assigned to work according to the national economic and social development 
plan. Along with the expansion of the educational system at all levels within 
the country, we are also cooperating with other fraternal socialist countries 
in order to send students to continue their studies abroad. 


What is the purpose of sending students to study abroad? How was it done in 

the past? The ministries and organizations concerned had set up clear principles 
and techniques, but the most important thing is in what fields we send students 
to study, how many, and where. This must be done according to the collective 
national economic and social development plan. 


/2 Jun 84 p 2/ 


/Text/ Our nation is in the first period of constructing a socialist regime, 
During this period our country must inevitably face many conflicts that need 
to be solved at the same time. 


Problemsolving can be both immediate and long-term. Both need to be done in 
harmony or else they will [hold back/ the progress of our country, 


The matter of training and assigning cadres for further study involves dividing 
them up for study abroad or domestically to be teachers or doctors or to study 
trade, engines, or finance. If everyone studied medicine because they thought 
that when they finished their studies they would have a lucrative career, be 
able to set up a clinic or pharmacy store, and make themselves alone rich, it 
woul be wrong to think this way. If they are true patriots they must be 
patriotic in every way. If they love their country it does not mean that they 
have to like medicine or become just doctors, 
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This is the ideology of small capitalist. The change in the revolutionary 
situation each second will also always effect changes in the country's 
regulations. It would be a mistake for us to think that in the year 2000 the 
medical field will be the field that will make them wealthy. 


We agree that in sending or assigning anyone to study any subject we should 
/screen them/ and consider whether it will be effective. In advanced countries 
they have adopted an educational system that screens students according to 
their abilities and which assigns them to study what they have been doing since 
they were small children. It is common to select intelligent and good persons 
to continue their studies, and it is right to do so. 


In carrying out the party policy we respect the /spirit/, the purposes, and 
the ideas of the individual. 


14 Jun 84 p 2/ 


/Text/ We respect the basic and just rights of the people. We have never seen 
any regime which is better than socialism in the exercising of the true demo- 
cratic rights of the people. Socialism has the most concern and is also 
concerned that_people do not know their rights; thus, it attentively trains 

us and opens eat cave and eyes with many techniques so that everyone wil! 
know himself, “his country, and other people. 


On the other hand, good citizens of the new regime should realize that they 
ask the government and the whole to fulfill and satsify their needs, and when 
the country asks us we need to respond to the needs of the country no matter 
how much devotion it asks of us. 


The same goes for studying. We should accept that places to go for study and 
funds to study abroad are limited, and each year there are many more students 
finishing school. Places, teachers, and different equipment for learning have 
not yet expanded fast enough. Therefore, there is a problem that some sections 
cannot enroll all the people to study according to their requests. Another 
thing is that our country has an allaround construction and development plan, 
and it is also expanding other fields, For this reason there must be enrollment 
with the best, average, and satisfactory /students/ mixed together. If we 

only send the first and the second-best to medical school and to study abroad, 
first, there will not be enough /qualified/ students, and second, it will reduce 
the number of smart students in other areas, 





Recently, Mr Bountiam Phitsamai, minister of education, explained to us that 
our party and government have a plan to train cadre forces and technicians for 
each locality and each province. Therefore, we must put senior high school 
graduates and cadres from these different localities in different sections or 
to study abroad. For this reason, places to study and funds to study abroad 
for people in Vientiane are limited. 


Concerning the problem of not meeting standard criteria or being inequitable 
in assigning people to study in medical school or abroad, sometimes it could 
happen that the people who are responsible for this work are not really honest. 
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Mr Bountiam Phitsami said that if there is firm evidence of such dishonest 
people they will be dealt with /no matter who they are/. 


As to the problem that most of the people who are sent to study abroad are not 
good students, he said that the minister of education feels that there are 

still weaknesses in our educational system. However, when compared with the 
rest of the world it is not very bad, and many of our Lao students abroad are 
as good in their studies as their student colleagues from other countries. 
However, we do not deny that some of them are not very good or intelligent. 

This problem is not just because of our curriculum and teaching. The most 
important reason is that the students themselves do not pay attention to their 
studies. There are some who only play and eat and who are not serious students, 
It is certain that our educational system must struggle to steadily improve 

and solve all of its weak points. It is true there is a problem of immorality, 
inequity, favoritism, and of cadres being bribed in our new educational circles, 
we will resolutely purge them step by step and report to the sections concerned 
for them to attentively and determinedly solve the problem. Now we want to say 
goodbye to comrade "one who is concerned;" please write again. Thank you. 


9884 
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LAOS 


EDITORIAL WARNS AGAINST TAX LAW VIOLATIONS 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 7 Jun 84 pp 1, 4 


/Editorial: "Resolutely and Effectively Carry Out Tax Law on Industry and 
Trade and REgulations for Export and Import Tax"/ 


/Text/ After our nation was liberated our people truly and completely became 
their own masters and the owners of the country. We still carry on the lofty 
duty of all parties, armies, and masses, unremittingly carrying out the revolu- 
tion and leading our nation to civilized socialism and for the Lao people of 
ethnic groups to steadily prosper. 


This is the unshakeable philosophy of party and government. It is the just 
aim of the people. Our government, therefore, has established tax laws for 
industry and trade and regulations regarding export and import taxes in order 
to mobilize the people of all classes tocarry out their obligations to the 
government, 


The tax laws on industry and trade and the regulations regarding export and 
import taxes state that the people of all classes who have income, e.g., farmers, 
those who engage in production business within the country, those who have 
rental property, land, vehicles, etc. all must pay taxes on domestic industry 
and trade, that is, an income tax, Those who engage in export and import must 
pay export and import taxes properly. Those who avoid paying taxes and who 
trade illegally are conisdered wrongdoers and violators of the policy mentioned, 


This tax policy is correct and just, The collection will be «» ried out based 
on each occupational field or business /according to criteria, and will take 
into account those who have low and high incomes. Those whose occupation 
produces income that is only enough for them to eat, e.g., certain kinds of 
handicrafters, will be exempted from taxes. 


Based on the principle of "trying to dig up all the ability hidden within the 
country, trying to be self-sufficient and self-reliant, and trying to build up 
our strength by ourselves," our government will use the income from the tax 
policy to take care of cadres, government employees, soldiers, police, teachers, 
and doctors, for other social activities, and to construct irrigation, roads, 
buildings, houses, factories, nospitals, schools, and theaters in order to 
bring true happiness to the working people, 
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Vientiane Capital is where our country's trade is greatest, There are numerous 
people of all classes including aliens in Vientiane Capital, and they engage 
in different occupations under the protection of their rights and intersts 
throughout by the government. We can conclude that the people of all classes 
in Vientiane Capital have a stable income, In the past, many of those who had 
different incomes adhered to the laws of the nation, paying all the taxes they 
owned to the government, While they make a just and progressive living, there 
are still some people who engage in trading and who violate the laws of the 
land. /There are those who/ trade illegally along the border, collude with 
foreign capitalists, bring in a lot of foreign goods, and wipe out and smuggle 
out of the country goods the government has preserved, including foreign 
currency, 


What is even worse is that some of them have smuggled enemies in to sabotage 
the peace and happiness of the people of our country by doing the following: 


--bribing tax cadres, guerrillas, police, and soldiers, and poisoning the 
people in order to protect and help in transporting goods without paying taxes: 


--making false reports on business and income: 


--not registering their business, taking advantage of hoarding goods, raising 
the prices of goods in the market, and then distorting things by propagandizing 
that the prices of goods are higher because the government collects high taxes; 


--colluding with /dishonest/ persons in the government to steal government 
property and sell it at high prices, 


These acts are considered a serious wrongdoing against the laws of the land, 
This conduct is traitorous and ungrateful to the party and government, cadres, 
soldiers, and police who have sacrificed their lives to defend the country and 
to maintain its peace and happiness. While these people feel free to make 
their living by trade, the others have endured many difficulties, Their acts 
are also traitorous to farmers, While the farmers are actively paying agricul- 
tural taxes to the government the illegal merchants find ways to avoid paying 
their obligations to the government. 


This is a violation of the laws of the land, and cheats the country and the 
people, It encourages enemies to destroy the construction of our economic 
base, independence, and socialism, 


In the past, the party, the government, and the party and administrative 
committees of Vientiane Capital have attentively trained the businessmen men- 
tioned to awaken and change themselves, Now our party and government are still 
giving them time to change. Those who stubbornly continue their wrongdoing 
must face the consequences of the laws of the state. 


The_party and the administrative committees of all levels, /the guiding commit- 
tee/, and different party and government organizations throughout Vientiane 
Capital must attentively and widely /observe/ a political lifestyle that deeply 
and comprehensively aims at internal ' purification, guidance and leadership in 
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politics and ideology, and purging, so that none of their men collude with 
illegal traders in any way. They must disseminate documents and laws on 
industry, trade, and regulations concerning export and import taxes to their 
people everywhere. If they find out that anyone in their section has a case 
or becomes a tool in defending illegal trade, they must attentively educate 
them and change them quickly. 


All cadres, soldiers, police, and people throughout Vientiane Capital must 
act as follows. 


1. All must recognize the significance of private enterprise registration 
and tax collection from the private sector, and identify and report the harm 
done by all illegal traders via the border and all actions that avoid paying 
taxes. 


2. All must strictly carry out all regulations of the government on taxes and 
enterprise registration, e.g., in the case of the family of a trader. 


3. All must absolutely not cover up or assist illegal merchants, car drivers, 

or boat operators in the government and the private sector, and must not accept 
any bribes from illegal merchants, This is not just for minor benefit /but to 

prevent something that would otherwise] cause great damage to the nation's 

and the people's interests. 


4. All must determinedly encourage state control and inspection, resist 
illegal trade, and boycott banned goods, We must use domestic goods and 
encourage the people around us to use domestic goods. 


5. We must look for and report all illegal border trade and transportation of 
smuggled goods to government organizations. We must assail bribery of govern- 
ment cadres. Those who succeed in looking for and reporting the activities of 
the illegal trade merchants or in helping government organizations to seize 
illegal goods will be paid suitable rewards. 


We should absolutely carry out taxes on industry and trade, and the regulations 
regarding exports and imports our government has adopted so they will be 
successful in building up capital so that the government can use it in national 
development and to bring happiness to the Lao people of ethnic groups. 


9884 
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BRIEFS 


REFUGEES INVITED TO JOIN REBELS--Rightist Laotian rebels have invited some 
2,000 Laotian and Hmong refugees presently stranded in Burma to join their 
struggle against the communist regime in Laos, well-informed sources told the 
WORLD this morning. The 2,000 refugees had earlier been accepted by China for 
resettlement in co-operative farms in Yunnan Province. The refugees were unable 
to stand the hardship, however, and fled to Burma. The group moved into the 
Kachin State and the Shan State of Burma while an advance party of about 300 
managed to get as far as Thailand by floating down the Mekong River on rafts. 
The rest of the party had planned to move to Thailand as well, but decided to 
Stay on in Burma after news reached them that Thai authorities would try to 
stop them. The first 300 have been sent to Phanat Nikhom refugee camp in Chon 
Buri. The sources said that armed Laotian rebels operating inside Laos near 
the refugees’ settlement areas had sent representatives into Burma to meet the 
Laotian and Hmong refugees and ask them to join them in a struggle against the 
Laotian Government. Many of the refugees had agreed to join the rebels, the 
sources said. [Text] [BK191000 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 19 Jun 84 

p 3) 


YOUTH DELEGATION TO MPR--Vientiane, 19 Jul (OANA-KPL)--A delegation of the 

Lao People's Revolutionary Youth Union led by its acting first-secretary Mrs 
Thongvin Phomvihan, who is also member of the party CC, yesterday left here 

‘to pay an official friendship visit to the Mongolian People's Republic. 

Seeing the delegation off at the airport were lirs Phetsamon Lasasimma, member 
of the party CC and vice-president of the Lao Women's Union and other officials. 
Orsoogiyn Nyamaa, the Mongolian ambassador to Laos was also on hand. [Text] 
[BK191545 Vientiane KPL in English 0913 GMT 19 Jul 84] 


LEADERS GREET SOUPHANOUVONG--Vientiane, 26 Jul (KPL)--The leaders of the frater- 
nal countries recently sent separate wishing messages to Souphanouvong, presi- 
dent of the republic, of the People's Supreme Assembly of the Lao PDR, on the 
occasion of the latter's 75th birthday. Among those who formulated wishes of 
good health, future success to the Lao president were Tudor Zhivkov, general 
secretary of the Bulgarian Communist Party CC, chairman of the State Council 
of the People's Republic of Bulgaria; Gustav Husak, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia CC, president of the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic; Yumjaagiyn Tsedenbal, general secretary of the Mongolian People's 
Revolutionary Party CC, president of the Presidium of the Great People's Hural 
of the People's Republic of Mongolia; Fidel Castro Ruz, first secretary of the 








Cuban Communist Party CC, chairman of the State Council and of the Council of 
Ministers of the Republic of China; Nicolae Ceausescu, president of the Social- 
ist Republic of Romania; and Kim Il-sung, president of the People's Democratic 
Republic of Korea. [Text] [BK261225 Vientiane KPL in English 0913 GMT 26 Jul 
84] 


MEDIA DELEGATION'S DEPARTURE--Vientiane, 21 Jul (OANA-KPL)--A delegation of 
Lao mass-media led by Bounteng Vangsai, vice-chairman of State Committee for 
News Agency, Newspapers, Radio and Television, left here today for official 
visits to Kampuchea and Vietnam. The Lao delegation is to exchange opinions 
and lessons on propaganda and information work with its Kampuchean and Viet- 
mamese counterparts. [Text] [BK231143 Vientiane KPL in English 0913 GMT 
21 Jul 84) 


THAI ‘BANDITRY,' SHELLINGS CONTINUE--Vientiane, 17 Jul (KPL)--Thai reactionary 
troops have committed banditry acts against the occupied inhabitants, KPL 
correspondent reported yesterday. The information disclosed that Thai troops 
illegally occupying the three Lao borderline hamlets in Sayaboury Province 
since June had savagely robbed and stolen the valuable properties of the local 
inhabitants. A number of local cattle's head were slaughtered by Thai soldiers. 
The report said that from 12 to 15 July, Thai troops had continued shelling the 
Lao territory and other hamlets of Phou Huat and Ban Det, about 5 km deep in- 
side the Lao territory. On 12 July, at 8h 30, 75 shells of 105-mm, and 200 
7S=-mm shells were fired by Thai artillery units; another hundreds of 105~-mm 
and 155-mm shells including other types of war machinery were salvoed and used 
to the risk of life and properties of the said local people in the past 3 days. 
[Text] [BK181116 Vientiane KPL in English 0922 GMT 18 Jul 84] 


VIENTIANE RESETTLEMENF-In order to ecrease the destruction of forests, a 
natural resource and also an important source of income for the nation, in 
early 1984, 21 families of hill tribesmen whose occupation was slash-and-burn 
cultivation decided that practicing shifting agriculture was destroying the 
forest and they came down to engage in lowland cultivation. After they came 
down to live on the flatland the local administrative committee and the Lao 
Loum attentively helped these mountain people by providing places to live, by 
teaching, and by providing equipment for growing rice, especially in opening 
up new paddies. They have now opened up 18 hectares of new paddies. Since 
1983 throughout Vang Vieng District, Vientiane Province, 190 mountain families 
came down to practice lowland cultivation on 33 hectreas, [Text/ /Vientiane 
VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 9 Jun 84 pp 1, 47 9884 


VIENTIANE DISTRICT MILITARY WORK--In order to defend the land and steadily 
improve security for the people of ethnic groups throughout Vang Vieng District, 
Vientiane Province, since early 1964 military officers and enlisted men in 

the Vang Vieng District Military Company all feverishly have carried out their 
tasks on the border and in their own localities and are actively responsible 
for their tasks, During this period they were able to patrol and protect the 
border continuously, thereby maintaining peace in their own localities. They 
also studied policies of the party in the new phase, documents on the heritage 
of the army, military regulations, etc. They also increased production and the 
family economy, e.g., growing manioc and corn, and fovovitedy eaghovence to the 
people, /Text/ /Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 6 Jun 84 pp l, 4/ 9884 


28 








VIENTIANE DISTRICT RICE SALES--From early this year to late May the people and 
farmers throughout Hatsaifong District, Vientiane Capital, continued their rice 
sales and goods exchange with the government. Up to now their rice purchase 
and exchanges totals 1,919 tons and 496 kg, of which the rice exchange was 516 
tons and 775 kg; 1,013 tons and 863 kg of this was stored in the district silo. 
Here 368 tons and 269 kg was the rice exchange. The expected figures for rice 
purchase and exchanges set by the higher echelons was 2,500 tons, /Excerpts/ 
/Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 5 Jun 84 pp 1, 4/ 9884 
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WEST GERMAN FIRM WINS TELECOMUNICATIONS CONTRACT 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Jun 84 pp 1, 24 


[Article by Vong Nyam Ming] 


{Text ] 


STANDARD Elektrik 
Lorenz, ITT's wholly- 
owned West German 
sidiary, is sirong 
tipped to win the ‘tinal 


about $500 mii in in Te. 

lecoms’ masterplan to 

put the domestic and 

overseas te ser- 

vice on par the finest 
world. 


Minister of Energy. 
Posts and Telecommuni- 


tion for {TT to the Prime 
Minister two weeks ago. 


The turnkey pecmege 
for the revamping of 
microwave network 


the backbone of 
baslayela's long-link tele- 
communications system 
is said to have received 
bids ranging from $500 
million to million. 


The recommendation 
was, however, not dis- 
cussed at last week's Ca- 
binet meeting because 
the minister was not in 
attendance. Tender vali- 
dity expires early next 
month and the gov- 
ernment will either have 
to issue a letter of intent 
before the expiry date or 
initiate a new round of 
tenderi 


ng. 

Sources say that the 
very ng nature of 
the m ave transmis- 
sion makes it highly pro- 
bable that the gov- 
ernment will soon award 
the contract. 


Five international sup- 
pliers originally ten- 
dered for the project two 
years ago. In the revival 
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of the tender exercise 
early last month, only 
four firms — ITT. Fu- 


Malaysia's long term 

ramme to moder. 
nise telecommunica- 
tions. 


When the modern 
microwave network, 
based on a mix of digita' 
and analogue transmis. 
sion technology is in- 
stalled, it will make avai- 
lable the full of 
the billion dollar invest- 
ments in electronic 
lic switching systems 
made by Pernas-NEC 
and Perwira Ericsson. 


Sources indicate that 
ITT's bid is in the half a 
billion dollar bracket — 

ng it on a very com- 
petitive basis even 
against — closest 
priced to : 


“This is a turning mt 
for American and 
pean business in Malay: 
sia,” said a trade analyst. 
“ITT's bid-is one of the 
very first times where a 
Western supplier quotes 
leading edge technology 
at a price that beats at 
the doors of the Japan- 
ese” 


Another perspective 
shared by a cupplier was 
that it was only logical 
for the government to 
spread out its telecom- 
munications contracts to 
a broad range of interna. 
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tional suppliers. 

While the Japanese 
have recently scored 
some coups in the Malay- 
Sian telecommunications 
industry including the re- 
cemt optic fibre contract 
awarded to Pernas NEC. 
Telecoms now draws al- 
most half its public 
switching requirements 
from Ericsson and has 
contracted its digital 
{transmission microwave 
equipment from the Ita- 
lian Marconi group. 


ITT is the world's big- 
gest international sup- 
plier of telecommunica. 
tions, and its subsidiary, 
Standard Elektrik Lor. 
enz, has a large chunk of 
the world transmission 
market 


If the turnkey kage 
is awarded to irr. as 
sources indicate, it will 
be a hard blow to Fujitsu 
which has long consi- 
dered Malaysia its mar- 
ket stronghold. For Fu- 
jitsu, the impact is made 
worse by its Malaysian 
business bias on trans. 
mission ;, 
When Telecoms first 
invited bids for the 
microwave pro from 
five suppliers almost two 
years ago, ITT had the 


best bid, followed 
by and Fujitsu re- 
spectively. 


In the revival of the 


tender exercise last 


| 
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MAJORITY FOREIGN CONTROL OF HIGH TECH PROJECTS PERMITTED 


Penang THE STAR in English 20 Jun 84 p 4 
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PALM OIL EXPORT EARNINGS PROJECTED 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 20 Jun 84 p 1 
[Article by Hardev Kaur] 


[Text } 


CSO: 


MALAYSIA will earn 
some $5.6 billion from ex 
ports of Rd. WW oil this 


year, to = 
minary > indications "Th 
compares with $3.3 br 


lion earned last year, or 
an increase of about 70 


get that earnings trom 
paim oil exports in the 
ear would be about $3.36 

lhon, based on a fore- 
cast price averaging 
$1.022 a tonne. The price 
of the commodity aver- 
aged about $979 a tonne 
last year 


However, current indi 
cations are that the aver- 
age for the year will 
bea $1,022 a tonne. In 
addition, export volume 
is expected to increase to 
about 35 million tonnes 
a5 against 2.912 million 
tonnes last year 

If the trend of im- 
proved prices and in 
creased volume of ex. 
ports continues for the 
remainder of the year. it 
is likely that paim oil 
may become the second 
ee export earner af. 

m. Last year 
ee was the third largest 
export earner after petro- 
leum and natural rubber 

The price of RSS One 
during the first five 


4200/912 


months of this year has 
ranged between 265.9 
cents a kg in January and 
225.75 cents a kg in May, 
co with between 
187.69 cents a kg and 
242.38 cents a a ~~ the 


*while prices 


were above * te ) Be 
made by the Treasury, 
that of rubber were still 
below the forecast aver- 
age of 290 cents a kg this 
ear. Last year the RSS 
price averaged 247 2 
cents a kg. 

Primary Industries 
Minister Datuk Leong 
Khee Seong said yes- 
terday that even duri 
the first five months 
this year the price had 
averaged $1,779 a tonne 
compared with $780 a 
tonne during the corre- 
sponding period last 
year. 

He pointed out that 
during the first seven 
months of last year the 
price had ranged be. 
tween $724 and $424 a 
tonne whereas the price 
this year was much 
hi 

n view of these favour. 
able indications, the 
Minister said, the income 
of ol! palm growers 
would improve. The opti. 
mism was further 
strengthened by the fact 
thatt was a shortage 


of some two million 
tonnes of oils and fats in 
world market. 


z 


There wes a drop in 
production of Malaysian 
oil last year to three 
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" 
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conut, rapeseed and sun- 
flower seed oil had also 
ee eee 


Us government's 
of Me ment-in- 


to food 

Le tes te oF 

ected production of 
soyabean and other v 
oils and fats. 

unfavourable weather, 


coconut in the Philip- 
pines and Indonesia 
In Malaysia's case the 


fer. 
tiliser input, especially 
by small az are. 
sult of low at the 
ng of last year. 
leanwhile, after an 
unprecedented 15 months 
of falling production, 
m oil production in 
laysia rose by 16.5 per 
cent in April this year 
compared with the same 
period last year 
Paim Oil Registration 
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and Licensing Authority 
(Porla) figures showed 
paim oil out in April 
this year at 272,000 tonnes 
compared with 233.434 
tonnes in | last year. 

It has also been con- 
firmed that the produc- 
tion in May was an in- 
crease of 30 per cent over 
the 4 month last 
pose increase was 

airly even) distributed 
between Peninsular 
Malaysia and Sabah and 
Sarawak. 


The biggest percentage 
increases came from Pa. 
hang and Terengganu. as 
they recovered from 
floods earlier in the year. 
The industry was said to 
be confident that this up- 
trend would persist dur 
ing the second half of the 
year. 


Production hinges on 
favourable weather con. 
ditions prevailing as well 
as the positive effect 
from the weevil. The 
trees are said to have “re 
covered from their ex. 
haustion.~ 

In addition, the Malay. 
sian palm oi! industry is 

expected to benefit from 
the rains that fell during 
florescence An addi- 
tional 100,000 tonnes is 
expected to come from 
new areas that will be ac 
cepted for the first time 
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IMPORT SUBSTITUTION LAGS 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 23 Jun 84 pp 1, 16 
[Article by Charles Chan] 


, 
[Text] MALAYSIA is lagging behind its Asean partners in import substitution 
and the export of consumer goods--a trend that can only be reversed through an 
improvement in labour productivity. 


According to a recent study undertaken by the Bank of Tokyo, three Asean coun- 
tries, Thailand, the Philippines and Indonesia have achieved impressive pro- 
gress in import substitution, particularly in the manufacture of consumer 
goods. 


Also, a number of export items have emerged from these manufacturing activi- 
ties, particularly consumer non-durables. 


Malaysia was found to be ahead of these countries in the export of capital 
goods, particularly components and accessories. 


Like Singapore, this was the result of the country being integrated into the 
specialised production systems of advanced countries’ multi-national 
corporations. 


A detailed survey in fact showed that components and accessories accounted 
for the bulk (80 per cent in 1981) of Malaysia's exports of capital goods. 


However, the bank pointed out, the internal division of labour in the produc- 
tion processes of multi-national corporations differed from a division of la- 
bour on the finished product level in two major aspects. 


Firstly, the value added in each country was smaller. Secondly, exports ten- 
ded to parallel imports within the same industry. 


The first factor might be responsible for Malaysia's low index of export com- 
petitiveness in capital goods despite the rising share of capital goods in 
exports, the report noted. 
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Analysing and comparing the changing trade structures of the South-East Asian 
countries, the bank noted that with the exception of Singapore, which lacked 
resources, the Asean countries could be characterised as exports of primary 
products. 


However, statistics for 1973 and 1981 indicated thatmanufactured goods were 
accounting for an increasing share of exports of the five nations and a de- 
clining share of their imports. 


A comparison of figures detailing the share of manufactures in export and im- 
port figures showed that in the case of Malaysia, while the ratio of manufac- 
tured goods to total exports had increased (at a rate only faster than Indo- 
nesia's), the percentage of manufactured goods in imports had remained more 
or less level--in contrast to the sharp downward trends in Thailand, Philip- 
pines and Indonesia. 


In fact, Malaysia's import-export structure was characterised by a lack of 
significant change. While import-substitution industries have been estab- 
lished, the process was far from complete, the report said. 


While the Philippines and Thailand achieved conspicuous growth in the export 
of consumer goods, a similar trend was totally absent in Malaysia, the report 
added. 


This might be due to the fact that Malaysia now ranked as a middle-income na- 
tion, with a per capita income level second only to Singapore in Asean. 


Consequently, Malaysia might be at a comparative disadvantage in the labour- 
intensive production of consumer goods. 


Commenting on Singapore's trade structure, the report said the Republic--the 
most advanced of the Asean countries and the only one to be considered a newly- 
industrialised country (NIC)--has shown a remarkable growth in its exports of 
manufactured goods. 


Unlike Malaysia, whose machinery exports consisted mainly of components, 
machinery proper accounted for 60 per cent of Singapore's exports as a result 
of a policy of heavy industrialisation implemented during the late 1970s. 


The trading patterns of Thailand, the Philippines and Indonesia were expected 
to follow the import-substitution path taken by South Korea but the report 
warned that a new wave of industrialisation in other countires in West Asia, 
China and elsewhere might threaten their relative advantage in labour-intens- 
ive industries. 


Singapore was expected to maintain its process specialisation links with busi- 
nesses of advanced countries. 


In the case of Malaysia, the report stressed that without future investment in 


education to ensure a corresponding improvement in labour productivity, import 
substitution would only move slowly in all product categories. 
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SABAH GAS PROJECT COMES ON STREAM 
Kuching SARAWAK TRIBUNE in English 14 Jun 84 p 1 


[Article by Alfred Lee] 


[Text ] MIRI, Wed. — The 


gigantic first M$2.3 bil- watts. . co, wes SE, whee 
lion sabah gas project According to reports, SSPC operates under 
comes on stream today the downstream plants are production sharing con- 
with the consignment po Bry Fe tract with Petronas. 
of from $ on: During the early years 
GOs WOM Semarang billion over 16 years. of operation, Samarang 
field, 32 miles off La- The output of the power field will be the prime 
buan, to the gas ter- plant, on the other hand. is souce of gas. 
minal at Kiam Sam on to meet the needs of the SSPC acts as project 
the island. first two plants and also manager for SEC in the 
provide electricity to con- months development of 
The gas. piped out of the sumers in Labuan. the upstream facilities. 1t 
gas terminal at 11. a.m. to- has taken some 22 from. 
day was destined for three The entire project is contract award to attain 


by Sabah Gas Industries overseas borrowings ob- achieved today. At the 
(SGI) viz: tained by the Sabah peak of the people in- 
A power plant, a Hot Government. cluding contract quality 
Briquetted Iron (HBI) The Sabah gas project is assurance personnel. The 
plant and a methanol plant one of the major projects power mvolved have 


away. Thi 

In an in-house circular cond biggest project while locations in South 
to Shell employees in the Malaysia Li Asa 
Sarawak and Sabah, it Natural Gas is the biggest been working under a 


stated that the initial ex commercial undertaking ject Management team 10 
port of gas today will ena- by the Federal Govern- the company's ¢ agineenng 
ble Sabah Gas Industries ment since independence function 

(SGI) to commission the The ion of Known gas reserves at 
three plants before em- the gas Projects in the Samarang and Erb 
barking on full production Labuan ts another step to- West field will be able to 
which will require 90 mil wards the realisation of supply the gas utilisation 
lion standard cubi ft. per the vision of Prime Minis- scheme for a period of at 
day of associated gas from ter, Datuk Seri Dr. Maha least 16 and a half years. 
the Samarang and Erb thir, to Malaysia 8 The products of both 
West fields mordem and HBI and methanol plants 
When in full operation nation. It is also expected will be sold in the inter- 
would have an annual out- development of Sabah. Sama Industrial Products 
put of 600,000 tonnes of Sabah Shell Petroleum Sdn. Bhd. The production 
methanol, about 700,000 Co. (SSPC) is ing and export of hot bri- 
tonnes of hot briquetted the gas to the quetted iron holds good 
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STOP USING RACIAL SLURS, CHINESE TOLD 
Kuching THE BORNEO POST in English 16 Jun 84 p 1 


[Text] SIBU, Fri.--The Chinese here have been urged to end their long-stand- 
ing habit of referring ‘Lakia’ to the Dayak community. 


A community leader here, Mr Chieng Hie Kwong, in making the call yesterday 
said the term ‘Lakia' was really not a nice word even though the Chinese had 
not slightest intention of degrading the social status of the Dayak community 
when calling them ‘Lakia'. 


He was commenting on a news report in a local newspaper yesterday that the 
Dayak Bidayuh National Association (DBNA) regarded ‘La’ or ‘Lakia' as 
derogatory terms to refer to the Bidayuh community. 

Reports, also quoted Mr Rigep, the District Officer Bau, as saying that the 
term was a potential source of conflict between members of the community and 
others. 


Mr Chieng stressed that there was no intention on the part of the Chinese to 
insult the Bidayuh by referring them to as ‘Lakia' 


Likewise, he added, there was no ill-will when the Chinese referred ‘Tuakau' 
(Big Dog) to policemen. 


Since the Bidayuh community had expressed their opinion on the term ‘Lakia', 
it should be time for the Chinese to case calling them ‘Lakia’' to avoid mis- 
understandings among the various communities here, he said. 


Mr Chieng also urged schools to play a part in this matter. 
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COOK ISLANDS TO JOIN FAO 


NEW ZEALAND 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 27 Jun 84 p 9 


The Cook Islands Government has been invited to 
_— the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisa- 


[Text ] 
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year. 

Before lea Auckland 
Mr said his Govern- 
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engine aircraft but was 
the airline's 
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New Zealand application 
for a fare increase on its 
present services because 
the airline had failed to 
supply a breakdown of 
figures for that section of its 
operations, he said. 


Mr George said Air New 
Zealand had never given a 
separate breakdown of 
these costs but had included 
them in its overall inter- 
national costing. 


An Air New Zealand 
spokesman declined to 
comment on the matter. 

The issue is understood to 


be under discussion be- 
tween the two Govern- 
ments 


Air New Zealand is seek- 
ing a 5 per cent increase in 
line with an International 
Air Transport Association 
recommended increase for 
all international fares. The 
association recommended 
that the increase be applied 
from May 29. 





PHILIPPINES 


MALAYA REPORTS ON, CRITICIZES AFP KALINGA CAMPAIGN 

Residents Describe ‘Military Siege' 
HK160633 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 6 Jul 84 pp 1, 2 
[Report by correspondent M. Sanchez: "Kalinga Villages Bombed"] 


[Text] Basao, Kalinga~Apayao--More than 5,700 members of the northern tribes 
of Basao, Butbut and Betwagan in this province have been living under a virtual 
military siege since June 27, as the Armed Forces’ Regional Unified Command 
uses war planes to drop bombs and ground mortars to flush out armed dissidents 
of the New People's Army (NPA) led by guerrilla priest Fr. Conrado Balweg. 


In an exclusive interview with MALAYA, a number of local residents, who requested 
anonymity, disclosed that two Philippine Air Force war planes dropped two bombs 
near the boundary of Bugnay and Betwagan last June 30 after three days of sustained 
but sporadic firefights between NPA guerrillas and Philippine Army soldiers in 

the barrios of Basao and Bugnay. This resulted in the deaths of two troopers, 

one farmer and the disappearance of three other soldiers. 


No one was reported killed or wounded by the bombing, which occurred at mid-day, 
but it was enough to scare the barrio folk out of their wits, the witnesses 
revealed. 


As a result of the prolonged gunbattle, the military authorities have confined 
the farmers to their respective barrios, forbidding them even to go to their 
farmlands to harvest their palay. Soldiers are reportedly ordered to shoot on 
sight whoever is found outside of his barrio. An 8 p.m.-to 5 a.m. curfew was 
reportedly imposed by the military authorities to prevent alleged NPA activities 
at nighttime. 


affected directly by this restriction are 300 families from Basao, 140 families 
from Butbut, 140 from Bugnay, and in Betwagan, 400 families. Another 135 families 
from Bulacan, a sitio of Butbut, were also ordered by the military authorities 

to stay within their barrio until the anti-NPA campaign has ceased. 


All in all, some 5,725 residents of Basao, Butbut and other barrios of Tinglayan 
district have been affected by the military drive after the Regional Unified 
Command launched a regionwide campaign las* June 11 to flush out NPA guerrillas 
from their suspected strongholds in the vast Cordillera Mountains. 
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On the other hand, the residents fear that unless they are allowed to harvest, 
their crops would go to waste, resulting in widespread hunger in the areas. 

They also commented with sarcasm that the soldiers appeared to be “more interested 
in stealing their pigs and chickens" than in running after the guerrillas. 


As this developed, the Kalinga-Bontoc Peace Pact Holders’ Association led by the 
Ama Mario Yag-ao denounced the military operations as “virtual invasion." It 
said the “on-going operations do not only disturb the peace of the communities, 
(but) also destroy “our main source of livelihood." 


The state of siege in Basao and other surrounding communities began June 27 after 
some 30 soldiers belonging to the 4lst Infantry Batallion [1B] raided a farmland 
at the outskirt of the barrio and killed a 20-year-old farmer named Uga-oy for 
allegedly being an NPA rebel. As the troopers pursued Uga-oy's two other 
companions deep into the forest, the residents said that the NPA guerrillas 
sprang from nowhere and engaged the soldiers in a firefight which lasted from 

6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


One soldier was killed, while three others were reported missing. It was not 
known if the guerrillas suffered any casualty. 


The following morning, another group of 41st IB soldiers on their way to Bugnay 
to conduct an anti~NPA operations were ambushed by the rebels in an isolated 
area in Ayong, some 7 kilometers from Basao. 


Editorial: ‘Ruthless, Unconscionable' 
HK160635 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 9 Jul 84 p 4 
[Editorial: "Bombs as Solution") 


[Text] There is an urgent need for the government to reassess its policy and 
change its approach to the mounting problem of insurgency in the countryside, 
especially in areas where it is having its biggest difficulties. Obviously, 
the bombing last June 30 of the two villages in mountainous Kalinga-Apayao 
shows that the government, in its determined attempt to eliminate rebels in the 
areas, has stepped up its military campaign by resorting to the ultimate 

terror of modern warfare--bombs. 


The news came as a profound shock to us not only because it reminded us of the 
early days of the Vietnam war, when the southern government, with the help of 
American military technology and knowhow, first used missiles to wipe out the 
Vietnamese dissidents in the north, but also because the local military estab- 
lishment has become desperate and, most disturbingly, ruthless and unconscionable 
in its counter-insurgency efforts. 


We maintain that the government is dealing with the communist threat the wrong 
way, and that the best way to stop its growth is through good government and 
sincere efforts in alleviating the people's plight and according them respect 
and kind attention. Moreover, the military solution, let alone the extreme 
military measure, only aggravates the problem. 
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We do not know whether the government is acting on its own or whether foreign 
elements are involved in this terrible operation, but we, more so the affected 
villagers, cannot be blamed for suspecting that the bombing incidents are only 
a prelude to other deadly, far more destructive and fatal, “solutions,” like 
the use of defoliants, neutron bombs and other chemical weapons that not only 
snuff out lives instantly but also render target areas uninhabitable for many 
years, the surrounding environment poisoned and ruined. 


We cannot underestimate either the effects this military drive will have on the 
people--the tribesmen themselves, who have suffered enough already, especially 
when uniformed men occupy their villages, steal a few chickens and pigs, and 
terrorize them with acts of torture and massacre. What is ironic about it is 
that the more zealous the soldiers are in pursuing and killing suspected rebels, 
the more barbaric they become in dealing with the people who, logically, would 
feel more protective of the rebels. 


Under no circumstances will the bombing of the beautiful and peaceful villages 


in Kalinga-Apayao, as one of the other besieged provinces, win for the government 
the support of the people and the war itself. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CABINET TO LOOK INTO CONTRACTORS’ REQUESTS 
HK171345 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Jul 84 pp 1, 3 
[Article by Willie Ng] 


[Text] President Marcos promised yesterday to look into the request of govern- 
ment contractors to adjust project costs to current rates. ° 


He said the Cabinet had recommended to him that the costs of such projects be 
adjusted upwards by 18 to 30 percent to give contractors a reasonable return on 
their investments. 


He said he was informed that a l2-percent adjustment would not cover the increased 
cost of materials. 


At the same time, he pointed out that any increase in the cost of government pro- 
jects of more than 12 percent is against the law. 


"I intend to study this well because while it is true that the contractors may 
not be able to continue with the construction because of the additional cost, 
the fact remains that if there is any professional who had made a lot of money 
on the government, it is the contractor," he said. 


He said that “now is the time for contractors to use their profits to continue 
with the work. But we will accommodate some of their requests." 


Contractors had warned that their work would Se held up in the next few months 
if no government relief was forthcoming, citing the steep increase in the cost 
of materials and labor. 


The president said that those contractors who abandoned their excavations would 
not be paid. 


"That's the first condition that I have imposed, and that's probably why many 
of them don't get paid because they left their diggings without covering them 
up,” he said. 


It was learned that the contractors also asked to be paid in government treasury 
bills which could be used as collateral in acquiring loans to finance their work. 
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They said that treasury warrant payments usually took three months to cash at 
the national treasury, which hampered their cash flows and upset their time- 
table. 


At the same time, they wanted the government to pay them interest on delayed 
payments, citing the high cost of money. 


Earlier, contractors were reported to have expressed dissatisfaction over the 
18-30 percent project cost increase recommended by the cabinet to the president. 


They were expecting the cabinet to recommended upward adjustment of contract 
costs by as much as 40-50 percent. They pointed out that the maximum 30 percent 
increase is not even enough to cover cost over-runs caused by inflation. 


They also said that the banks’ interest rates are much higher than 30 percent. 
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COLUMNIST WRITES ON ANTI-CHINESE FEELINGS 
HK170149 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 12 Jul 84 p 3 
{"Business Views" by Jake Macasaet: "The Chinese Connection" ] 


[Text] The wedding last week of the daughter of Sy Hian Cho is a clear indication 
of the lengths that the well-connected Chinese would go to in insulting the 
suffering masses with money paid by them. Sy Hian Cho is said to be the sardine 
king in the Philippines, having obtained from the Central Bank near-monopoly in 
the importation of sardines. He is reported to be making as much as 300 percent 
from that business. 


The display of wealth made during the wedding where dowries are reported to be in 
the form of certificates of deposits denominated in dollars, is also an indication 
of the inability--if not the impotence--of the Federation of Filipino-Chinese 
Chambers of Commerce to discipline its members. 


In this particular case, Mr. Sy might have forgotten that the tremendous amount 
of wealth he amassed actually came from the poorest of the poor which are the 
biggest consumers of sardines. The leadership of the chamber, where Sy is 
reported to be an influential member, has a clear duty, particularly at this 
time of acute economic want, to see to it that the envy--if not the ire--of 
the poor is not courted unnecessarily by such pompous display of wealth. 


The lavish wedding of Mr Sy's daughter reminds the middle and lower levels of 
the Chinese community of a sad state of affairs. The powerful members and. 
ranking officers of the chamber have controlled a few lucrative businesses 

the use of political connections. The importation of fresh fruits, for exaw, .« 
is almost exclusively in the hands of an influential member of the chamber. The 
lucrative dollar smuggling operation is also in the hands of a very well- 
connected member of the federation. 


The responsible sectors of the Chinese community must therefore go out of their 
way to bring to the attention of their leadership the ill-effects--both economic 
and social--of the abuse of connections by some members or officers of the 
federation. It is a constant source of wonder why only the Chinese are able to 
get exclusive licenses for the importation of fruits and sardines. It is said 
that the businessman-banker who uses his influence to get the licenses makes as 
much money by merely selling said licenses. 
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There are dangerous possibilities that might ensue from this arrogant use of 
political connections and near criminal display of wealth. The natives--the 
Filipinos--have long abhorred the business practices of Chinese in general, 
although they take their hats off to the diligence of the older Chinese 
generation. Volumes upon volumes can be written about Chinese immigrants 
who became story-book successes by starting from junks--in those days, old 
newspapers and empty bottles. These businesses have sadly fallen into the 
hands of the natives. 


If the irresponsible Chinese continue to dangle before our eyes the extent of 
their political power and the might of their wealth, an anti-Chinese sentiment 
can develop into more serious troubles. The possibility of an anti-Chinese 
riot cannot be completely dismissed. 


The natives are already aware that the Chinese do not start from scratch 
anymore. They have become very efficient in making inroads into the corridors 
of power and amass fortumes overnighc using their Filipino friends who walk 
on those corridors. 


The other dangerous consequence has a longer-lasting effect. The Chinese might 
succeed in inculcating into the minds of the Filipinos that corruption is a way 
of life; in fact, the only way to ensure business success. A few of them have 
already blantantly shown to the Filipinos that wealth, particularly the kind 
obtained through connections, is the best guarantee against prosecution. No 
matter how extensive, however, a point may be reached where wealth will not 
guarantee protection, but rather invite persecution. 


Let the Chinese and Filipinos who protect them think about that. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MALAYA PUBLISHES POSTELECTION VIEWS OF ALLEGED CPP HEAD 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 25-27, 28, 29, 30 May 84 


(25-27 May 84 pp 1, 2] 
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The only real disadsantages 
caused by the boycott to the 
pattkipation ade were the 
narrowed range of high quality 
cand*ates to choo from on 


[28 May 84 pp l, 2] 


[Text } 


QS. Does noi the heavy 
voter turnout prove that 
the boycott movement 
failed” 

JMS. | do not agree that 
there was a heavy voter 
tumout But | would 


47 


i 


i 
f 


Bs 
of 1 
Ee 

rit 


i 
: 
5 


i 


LESTE ETP APE 
ie a 
ened SneLsieear Liat 








agree that the overwhelm. 
ing number of those who 
voted did vote for the 
Opposition candidates 
The votes that were cred 
ted to the KBL candidates 
were fake to the extent 











ym sagt UU Te 
pes85s22g5,32 bs agaeceetSethliz 

ai Hil jill aS f iaehat LY 
hg HEP EE HHL HE HE alll Hlertaniesiit 
a 
a eee ee -- $33 ' " o$zits 
fiat Hgueer ail i 
Soe wea tit |. dal etait TMi Teele i istddat 





[29 May 84 pp 1, 6] 


[Text] Q9: Will the just concluded elections and the regular Batasan Pam- 
bansa defuse and stabilize the situation in our country or at least help to 
do so? 


JMS: I do not think so. The political and economic crisis continues to wor- 
sen rapidly. In the main and in essence, the Batasan Pambansa is still a 
plaything of the US-backed autocracy. The open rule of terror goes on under 
Marcos who continues to be the superexecutive, superlegislator and 
supermagistrate. 


The exploited masses of workers and peasants are not represented in the sham 
parliament. They will continue to suffer increasing oppression and exploita- 
tion. The revolutionary forces and the armed revolution will advance rapidly. 


In our historical ex- 
perience. so many sham 
parliaments created by the 
US and its puppet regimes 
have only served to aggra- 
vate the violent contradic- 
tions among reactionary 
factions and stimulate the 
growth of revolutionary 
forces. 

At best, the Opposi- 

tion in the Batasang 
Pambansa can expose 
and condemn the evil 
character and = crimes 
of the US-Marcos re 
gime. The Oppositio- 
nist minority can be- 
come significant only 
as they fight for the na 
tional and democratic 
rights and interests of the 
people. 
Q10: Do the elections improve 
the international image of the 
Marcos regime and therefore 
hasten the approval of fi 
nancial packages for it? Will 
these solve the ecconomn 
and financial crisis’ 


JMS: The people abroad know 
that the clections have been 
conducted within the parame 
ters of a dictatorship. Thev 
know that the Batssang Pam- 
bansa is a sham parliament svu- 
bordinate to the supreme 
legislative power of the dic 
tator. 


By now, the people abroad 
would know through the fo 
reign =—s correspondents the 
massive fraud perpetrated by 
the Marcos regime $0 as to 
have a comfortable majority 
in the legislature. 


I think that the elections 
have been contrived by the US 
and its puppet regime to mis- 
lead the American people and 
the US Congress about condi- 
tions in the Philippines. One 
of these days, US President 
Reagan will praise Marcos for 
a job well done in the name 
of “democracy “ 


The financial packages are 
being worked out on the basis 
of a wide range of considers 
tions serving the interests of 
the offical and private finan- 
cial institutions and the trans 
National corporations 








But we must remember 
that it took Mexico and Bre 
zii 18 months to reschedule 
their debts and gct new 
loans. 

So what if Marcos gets the 
IMF standby credit of $650 
million, debt rescheduling 


inquiry on the Aquino assassi 
mation of some time bet 
ween October and March 
next year? 


New loans of $3.3 billion 
will not lift the Philippines 
from the economic and finan- 
cial crisis. The amount is just 
about the amount needed for 
interest payments on the $30 
billion foreign debt The 
country will be deeper in debt 
and will continue sinking into 
the quagmire of semifeudal 


dependence and chronic 
indebtedness. 


Qli: As a consequence of the 
elections, what do you 
suppose will be the tendency 
of President Marcos? 

JMS: Marcos is aware of the 
decp hatred of the people for 
all the injustices heaped on 


is determined to hold on 
to his ill-gotten power and 
wealth because he ss in mortal 
fea of his victims. 


He likes to imagine and 
pose himself as a cunning 
master of countersevolutio 
nary dual tactics But in fact, 
he will be tom apart by two 
contradictory tendencies duc 
to the the worsening crisis and 
the rapid rise of popular resis 
tance. 


One tendency is for him to 
take the stance of “maximum 
tolerance” and call for “na 
tional reconciliation”. He will 
try to bait the reformist 
Opposition into a counter- 
revolutionaty anticommunist 
alliance and into sharing 
the blame and discredit for the 
grave ills of the moribund 
ruling system 


The other tendency is for 
him to escalate campaigns of 
intimidation and violence 
against the people But every 
act of terror by his regime 
will Outrage the people and 
will be politically costly to 


them by his regime. But he 


[30 May 84 pp 1, 6] 


[Text } 


Q12: How would the 

Movement to restore de- 
mocracy fare under such 
circumstances” 
_ JMS: This movement 
will continue to raise the 
jevel of its consciousness 
and militance and will 
grow in number and 
strength. The legal demo- 
cratic movement in the ur- 
ban areas and the revolu- 
tionary armed struggle in 
the countryside will ad- 
vance rapidly. 

Everyone knows the fa- 
tal weaknesses of the US- 
Marcos regime. The people 
see its corruption and rot- 


him 


tenness behind its cant 
paigns of violence and de- 
ception. This regime and 
the entire ruling system 
are being destroyed by a 
series of contradictions. 

Qi3: What are these 
contradictions” 

JMS: The US wants the 
Marcos puppet clique to 
put up a “democratic” fa 
cade and blames Marcos 
for his crude tactics. But 
the same imperialist power 
dictates economic policies 
and supplies the regime 
with arms that both result 
in intolerable suffering 
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creasingly put up resis 
tance. 

With the dwindling of 
foreign exchange in an 
import-dependent semi- 
feudal ecouomy, the rest 
of the ruling classes are 
mad at the Marcos clique 
for its greed. The most 


and economic crisis of the 
ruling system is bound to 
weaken Marcos’ grip on 
the Armed Forces of the 


results of the elections 
have demonstrated that 
Marcos is already a losing 


middie classes of our so- 
giety who are increasingly 
suffering massive unem- 
ployment, depressed in- 
comes, soaring inflation, 
drastic devaluations, shor- 
tages and so on, have in- 
creasingly rallied-4o the 
legal democratic mass 
movement and even as 
well as the armed struggle. 


Qi4: There have been re 
ports that the New Peopic’s 
Army intensified igs armed 
activities in terms of raids and 
ambushes on military detach 
ments during the electoral 
campaign period and on the 
very day of elections. What 
do you suppos did the NPA 

¢ by these increased ac 
tivjtics” 

* JMS: | think that the NPA 


proved that it cam imectesse is 
Yifles by several hundreds «+ 


On the basis of news reports 
released by the Armed Fotees 


The proven ability of the 
NPA to seize a large number 
of arms from the AFP within 
a short period is far more sie 
nificant than the clections of 
a mmonty bloc of oppositic 
mists to 2 sham Icgislaturc 
But, of course, I do now div 
count the usefulness even of 
such a minority bloc 10 the 
overall struggic of the peoplc 
to dismantle the USMaros 
dictatorship. 

QIS: President Marcos 
maoc a call for national re 
conciliation a few days before 
the elections. Do you w.'come 
such a call” 

JMS: | welcome any se 
rious move towards national 

@ reconciliation on the basis of 
“advancing national liberation 
and democracy. | have always 
wished for the recstablishment 
of democracy and the realize 
von of formal democtatic 
principles through a truly de 
mocratic coalition govcramcnt 
with adequate representation 
of the workers, peasants and 
the middle — whety. 

All patriot and progres 
sive classes, parties, groups, 
and individuals must continuc 

* #0 unite in order to dismantle 
the system of puppetry and 
fascist dictatorship. They 
should not be misicd by any 
call for national reconciliation 
that is mercly calculated to en 
dorse an electoral farce and, 
worse, the entire regime of 
tyranny. 

If, Marcos wants his call to 
be believed, why does he not 
show good faith for a start by 
renouncing Amendment No. 6 
of his Constitution, restonng 
the writ of habeas corpus, Te 
pealing all his repressive de 
crees and other issuances, re 
leasing all political prisoncrs 
and rectifying the worst of 
his policies” 
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MEDIA DELEGATION DEPARTS FOR PRC 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 10 Jul 84 p 20 


[Text ] 
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An ll-member de- 
legation from the local 
press and broadcast 
media is leaving today 
for an 18-day visit to 
the People's Republic 
of China. 


to prom. 
ote ties between 
the press circles of the 
Philippines and China, 
the trip 1s sponsored by 
the All-China Journal- 
ists Association 
The group, composed 
of members of the 
National Press Club of 
the Philippines, will 
visit six cities — Bei- 
ing, Sian, Shanghai, 
Guiling, Hangchou, 
and 
Members of the 


are Hermenegil- 
SS Garcia IV, senior 
writer of Business 
Page and head of the 
delegation; Julius For- 
tuna, contributing edi- 
tor, Business Page and 
deputy head of the de- 
legation,; Tina Monzon- 
Palma, news manager 
of Channel 7; Nonoy 
Marcelo, freelance car- 
toonist and instructor 
at the UP College of 
Fine Arts; Noel Cab- 
rera, opinion section 
editor, Daily Express; 


umnist, Daily Express; 
Ruben Pascual, repor- 
ter Business Day; 
Roberto Ordofiez, fea- 
tures writer, Manila 

Post; and 


pines in October. 
‘Nieva said in hie in- 


links and more fre- 
quent cultural ex- 
changes between the 
two associations. 
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BANK TO FLOAT 1 BILLION PESOS IN CP'S 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Jul 


[Text ] 
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Union Bank of the 
Philippines (UBP) 
plans to float one billion 


highly informed 
sources said over the 


CPs with the . 
ities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC). 
The commission, 
however, referred the 
application to the Cen- 
tral Bank for evalua- 
tion, it was learned. 
Union Bank is «a 
commercial bank 
formed by the merger 
of former Union Sav- 
ings and Mortgage 
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Bank, it was also 
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MARCOS ANNOUNCES NATIONAL MARKETING PLAN 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Jul 84 pp 1, 5 


[Text ] 


President Marcos 
said yesterday a 


marke i program 


international markets 
to assist export- 


ings. 
"The President said: 
“This is going to be a 
big ion. You can- 
not have a national 
productivity program 
without a nationwide 
marketing network.” 


This concept also 
calls for the tapping of 
“sari-sari” stores in 
strategic locations to 
service the marketing 
needs of farmers and 


producers all over the 
country, he said. 


“We must fiave 


outlets all 

over the place where 

the farmer and the 

ss citizen can go 

1 his products 

while he procures 

items for his family's 

immediate needs,” he 
said. 

The President said 
the marketing concept 
calls for the extension 
of proper incentives to 
induce a greater degree 
of participation by the 
private sector in the 
national productivity 
program 

Ye ccid the plar:. may 
also call for the setting 
up of a corporation 


with the private sector 
owning 69 percent and 
the government 40 per- 
cent to handle the 
marketing aspects of the 
productivity drive 
Meanwhile. the Presi- 
dent directed the Nation. 
al Food and Agriculture 
Council to intensify its 
information drive to in- 
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PHILIPPINES 


STUDY FINDS PRESS ‘FREER NOW THAN AT ANY TIME SINCE 1972" 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Jul 84 pp 4, 5 


[Commendary by Jesus C. Sison in the “Perspective” column: "Press Freedom in 
RP") 


[Text] THE FINDINGS of a group of American journalists, who came here quietly 
just before the May 14 elections to assess the state of the Philippine press, 
should amaze many critics who believe that the Filipino newsmen have become 
timid. 


To my own surprise, the American journalists found the Philippine press to be 
“in many respects freer now than at any time since the 1972 imposition of 
martial law." In a press conference in New York after their return to the US, 
members of the mission said that “in some respects the Philippine press has 
regained much of its former status as among the freest in Asia.” 


People of other nations and even many Filipinos are bewildered by the unusual 
interest of the Americans in the Philippines. There have been many US mis- 
sions to the Philippines to observe and assess this or that aspect of Philip- 
pine activity or development. But the Americans justify this by saying that 
they are linked to the Filipino people by a long history of friendship and 
special ties. Many Filipinos take this with a grain of salt. 


The members of the US delegation were Tamar Jacoby, deputy editor of the 
opinion page of the New York Times; Brennon Jones, executive director of the 
Interlink Press Services; Randolph Ryan, editorial writer of the Boston Globe; 
Spencer Reiss, general editor of Newsweek; and Dr. Johathan Fine, president of 
‘he American Committee for Human Rights. Their trips was financed by the Mac- 
Arthur Foundation of Chicago and co-sponsored by the American Committee for 
Human Rights, the Committee on the Protection of Journalists and the Newspaper 
Guild. 


It was stressed that the mission was independent and impartial and none of the 
members was an expert on the Philippine press. Their objective findings con- 
firmed this. While they took note of the increasing freedom of the press in 
the Philippines they also noticed some significant restrictions and unhealthy 
practices in the state of Philippine journalisa. 
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They admitted that they happened to visit the Philippines “during an unusual 
period of relative freedom. News-stands were well stocked with a variety of 
both mainstream and alternative publications." At the time of their visit, 
there was, indeed, a healthy exercise of freedom of expression. 


The Americans were not all kind to the Philippine press. They pointed out 
that there were still some restrictions because of the concentration of media 
ownership in the hands of friends of the President and the legal actions 
against individual journalists and publications. They also cited “mechanisms 
of control” like libel suits, self-censorship and the firing or closure of 
newsmen and newspapers, respectively. 


However, the American delegation did observe that the Philippines was 
fortunate because “there are a significant number of dedicated, highly compe- 
tent professional journalists to whom freedom of the press is a very real 
issue, the limits ot which they are courageously attempting to extend.” 


Concluding their report, members of the American mission said: “The Philip- 
pine press currently looks freer that at any time since the imposition of 
martial law in 1972. Small circulation newspapers and magazines have sprung 
up and are now publishing strong opposition viewpoints. Even some major news- 
papers have begun to publish more comprehensive coverage. Radio broadcasting 
has also been liberalized but television news largely has not.” 


The observation of the five-man American aission on Philippine media was 
different from the highly critical assessments of other foreign mediamen. 
But, | would say, it was nearer to the truth. Despite all the foreign com- 
ments on whether we are free or not, we should realize that freedom is not 
granted but earned. It may be restricted or denied but it is always earned. 
We fought and suffered so long and so much to gain freedom. Filipinos who 
keep on complaining about the lack of freedom of expression in the country 
should do something to deserve, treasure and nurture that freedom instead of 
sulking or grieving. 


It will be noted that the five-member fact-finding American mission came here 
at the height of a political campaign. At that time, a substantial degree of 
freedom of expression was exercised without any threat of arrest or any at- 
tempt to curtail it. Even President Marcos saw to it that nobody was threat- 
ened or arrested for his utterances or writings. 


That freedom did not end with the May 14 elections. It still exists and it is 
up to the purveyors of public opinion to exercise it with a degree of respons- 
ibility. For indeed, freedom of expression or any kind of freedom should be 
exercised with responsibility. Any freedom exercised wildly without respons- 
ibility becomes a license to abuse and even to destroy. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CEBU EDITORIAL SUPPORTS RETURN OF POLICE TO LOCAL CONTROL 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 1 Jul 84 p 3 
[Editorial: “Police Control”] 


[Text] There is a move to place the entire jurisdiction of local policemen 
under the mayor of the town or city where these policemen serve. The present 
set-up has proved to hamper efficiency when not even the town or city execu- 
tive can direct the policemen where they are needed because the mayor has been 
stripped of supervision and control of the police under the integrated scheme. 


There are good reasons for this move to go back to the old set-up. First, it 
will give direction to the peace and order drive in accordance with the pro- 
gtam of the mayor in elation to the needs of his constituency, with peace and 
order crucially a part of his government administration. Second, efficiency 
can be better assured because the mayor can discipline erring policemen bet- 
ter when they fall short of assisting him in his program of peace and order, 
with no one else but the mayor in the best position to know the extent of a 
police officer's usefulness. Third, this will be a concrete step toward 
decentralization. 


The earlier this is done the better for peace and order in a given locality 
under His Honor's direction. 
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SPEAKER DENOUNCES CARDINAL SIN AS 'PROIMPERIALIST' 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 1 Jul 84 pp 1, 4 


[Text}) A well-known nationalist economist has identified the primate of the 
Catholic Church, Jaime Cardinal Sin of Manila, as having pro-imperialist lean- 
ings and frontally hit him as a principal stumbling block to the national war 
of liberation against American imperialiss. 


Alejandro Lichauco was reported by the alternative press sources in Manila as 
having made a direct attack on Cardinal Sin even while he singled out American 
imperialist designs as the root-cause of the Philippine economic crisis. 


Lichauco spoke before the People's Conference on the Economic Crisis attended 
by civic, consumer and student groups at the Pope Pius Center in Manila 
recently. 


He referred to Cardinal Sin as the “principal stumbling block to the war 
against American imperialisa.” 


Lichauco mentioned that the Cardinal has been in constant touch with American 
President Ronald Reagan. Sin was aleo quoted by Lichauco as having batted for 
the retention of U.S. bases, that the country needs these bases and the pres- 
ence of America. 


Lichauco bluntly bared that America is our enemy because of the “ruinous ef- 
fects of American imperialism on our people.” 


Lichauco pointed to the Church as among the groups in the Philippines which 
have tie-ups with foreign interests. He branded the Church as 
“colonial-minded." 


The Filipino economist went on to say that foreign domination is the real 
enemy and everything considered it is this that causes all our troubles. 
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AMBASSADORS STUDIFD FOR CLUES TO MALACUNANG - WHITE HOUSE TIES 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 1-7 Jul 84 p 5 








| 3842 


Hf? tt li aH 
uh Hl 
Kl i Hl ie 


= ile 





4 
ue 





[Commentary by Melinda Quintos de Jesus in “The Human Factor” column: 


"Challenge to American Diplomacy”) 


[Text } 





CSO: 


4200/911 


Benitez echoed the disappointment of 
government members in the change in Ar- 
macost when he said, “Armacost listened 
to quite a lot of people and he got the 

reading. We felt let down.” But the 
were elated. Armacost's vocal state- 


portend for the future thrust of 
American diplomacy in the hands of the 
erie concem has doturbing implica 

The concern has 
but it recognizes the fact that 
support for President Marcos and American 
support for the Filipino people are no 
es. How diplomats work out conflict 
may be crucial in the resolution of the 
crisis in the Philippines. 

The lesson to much of the devel- 
oping world fragile political struc- 
tures and explosive social environments 
make governments vulnerable to the forces 
of constant, sometimes, radical change 
The alienation of some governments from 
the people challenges American diplomacy 
to discern where government may 
be in conflict with the people's 

The sensitivity to people's will would 
ph gp Ft to 

more in tune with the aspirations of the 
Filipino . There are those who see 
this as the only way to protect 


FilAmerican relations. Filipinos and 
Americans both would gain from his pru- 
Gence and his wisdom. 
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MANILA OPPOSITION WEEKLY OUTLINES COJUANGCO BUSINESS IDEAS 
Manila THE MANILA PAPER in English 2 Jul 84 pp 3, 6 
{Article by Guy Sacerdoti: "An Oligarch With A Social Conscience") 


[Excerpts] EDUARDO M. Cojuangco Jr. (48) is a controversial man, to say the 
least. His coconut empire became the subject of one of the most vitriolic 
economic debates in a decade during late 1981. His close friendship with 
President Ferdinand Marcos and his unquestioned business acumen have frequent- 
ly been cast by government critics as illustrations of cronyism and political 
favouritism at its most rampant. 


Local political pundits frequenting Manila coffee shops constantly pass on 
rumours about Cojuangco's power relationships--how close he is this month to 
presidential aspirant Defence Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, or to Marcos’ power- 
ful wife Imelda, or to armed forces chief of staff Gen. Fabian Ver--or whom he 
is currently supporting in various provincial political contests. 


During the recent campaign for the national assembly elections, rumours that 
he was supplying new automatic weapons to the local militia in his home prov- 
ince of Tarlac spread widely (though they were vehemently denied by provincial 
officials). And of course, business gossip always centres on what Cojuangco 
has targeted next for acquisition. 


HOW much of the talk is true or specious merely adds to the mystery, because 
Cojuangco is a very quiet man. He eschews the limelight, unlike most Filipino 
leaders, and avoids the press. He does not like meeting foreigners very much, 
unless they are directly involved in a business deal, and finds the need to 
defend his business style and economic theories to outside creditors repug- 
nant. He is very much his own man: intelligent, confident and ruthless when 
necessary. 


As with many of the country's most successful business scions, he comes from 
the old landed gentry--a family steeped in the pre-independence traditions of 
the central Luzon hacienda (Spanish-style estate), where huge tracts of sugar 
and rice lands were ruled in feudal fashion. 


While Cojuangco has moved to widen his economic influence to the cement 
industry and some others, his business philosophy has remained based on his 
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consolidation of the coconut empire. In a speech in January to the Rotary 
Club in Tarlac, Cojuangco outlined the principles guiding every one of his 
businesses: "It must benefit the Filipino...It must operate as a cooperative 
in corporate form...(and it should work under a guided capitalist system where 
profit serves as the primary incentive for progress and growth.” 


His theory of economic nationalism is simply that Filipinos should lead their 
own industries--some of the first oil mills purchased by Unicom were owned by 
foreigners. While Cojuangco believes in the concept of the cooperative, where 
everyone involved in an industry has a share in the venture, he also believes 
that cooperatives usually fail because of poor management and slow growth. 

His idea is that a business “will be a cooperative in that it will take care 
of its membership. It will, however, be in corporate form which will have the 
dynamism, direction and growth potential of a corporation.” 


As Cojuangco explains: "What we are espousing is a form of cooperative 
enterprise, that is different from the cooperatives that were established in 
the past. In those cooperatives, the members invested their own capital. In 
the present one we are discussing, the membership does not contribute any cap- 
ital. The only one who invests is the capitalist, or, if you wish, the oli- 
garch who invests in the industry as a partner.” 


MUCH of this resembles quite closely the structure of the old hacienda, except 
that instead of property boundaries being the parameters of control, an entire 
industrial sector is included. To Cojuangco, oligachies are not bad. But he 
believes that “before the forces of the economy can be harnessed, there must 
be an established oligarchy with a social conscience.” He firmly adheres to 
the theory of “guided capitalism," a strong profit-minded management with 
government support, building companies with direct benefit to the population. 
Critics say this is mere crony capitalism with but a trickledown effect of 
relative benefits. 


Cojuangco has been successful because he is a good manager, a creative busi- 
ness thinker willing to take risks, and is an exception to the typical so- 
called Marcos crony because he has tried to develop businesses that do in fact 
have the potential for bettering the lot of the many. It is perhaps one rea- 
son why of all the so-called cronies, he is the only one to date unatfected by 
the current economic crisis--most of the others have serious debt problems, 
have been taken over by government banks and corporations or have been simply 
foreclosed. 


it is also a reason why he is taken seriously when the topic of eventual 
Marcos succession is broached. While probably staying out of the limelight 
himself, he is likely to use his substantizl1 economic and political power to 
shape events. And as his gradual increase in influence in San Miguel becomes 
apparent, it will be interesting to see if his own management style rubs off 
on the corporate giant. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CAGAYAN DE ORO PC COMMANDER, PRESS IMPROVE TIES 
Manila THE MANILA PAPER in English 2 Jul 84 p 2 
[Article by Larry Suycano] 


[Text] The harmonious relationship between RECOM 10 Commander Brig. Gen. 
Pedrito C. de Guzman and the members of the fourth estate of Cagayan de Oro 
and Misamis Oriental is unprecedented. 


Since the time of Generals Olano, Zafra and Col. Ramon Banaglorioso, the mili- 
tary~media relationship was far from being desirable. More often, mediamen 
were snobbed by senior PC officers in their quest for newsworthy items under 
the guise of state security. 


The most frustrating aspect in a mediaman's life is when he is told by a PC 
officer that such-and-such news materials need clearance from higher authori- 
ties. And most of the time mediamen are not granted permission to dessiminate 
the information until the items become stale and irrelevant. 


Nowadays, mediamen desiring to know what's going on at the PC/INP RECOM 10 are 
welcomed by the recently established RCRIG/PAIC, a public relations office 
headed by Major Fil Amoguis. Reports coming from the seven provinces in 
Northern Mindanao are immediately declassified and disseminated to media. 


Likewise, General de Guzman regularly meets the mediamen at his residence at 
Villa Ernesto Subdivision, Gusa, Cagayan de Oro City and candidly reports his 
accomplishments and shortcomings as regional commander. 


During these informal meetings with mediamen, he exhorts all concerned 
citizens to report directly to him any abuses committed by military personnel, 
particularly those involving human rights violations, illegal gambling, il- 
legal logging and plain extortion. 


To date a good number of soldiers and policemen have already been discharged 
for cause. Some were demoted in ranks and still others were suspended. 


De Guzman also ordered his Chief of Staff, Col. Gerry Kagawan to receive all 
complaints that are brought to their attention by the various radio personal- 
ities and to make appropriate action on all cases even those outside his area 
of responsibility. 
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PHILIPPINES 


PLIGHT, OPTIONS OF MIDDLE CLASS REPORTED, ANALYZED 
Manila THE MANILA PAPER in English 2 Jul 84 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Teodoro Benigno] 


[Text] MANILA, (AFP)--The Philippine middle class now finds itself in the 
mainstream of a politico-economic crisis whose currents it will have to master 
if the country is to avoid the danger of a full-blown military dictatorship. 


This is the consensus of political observers as they watch the 19-year-old 
regime of President Ferdinand Marcos buffeted by unprecedented economic hard- 
ships which in turn to unleash renewed anti-government thunder in the streets. 


An overwhelming majority of this middle class, like the upper class, opted for 
participation in the May 14 National Assembly elections, while a small but 
vocal minority decided to boycott them. 


But observers say their forms could reunite in popular rallies and demonstra- 
tions if the new National Assembly, which starts session July 23, proves in- 

capable of turning back the country's worst economic crisis since the second 

world war. 


A Philippine Middle class first emerged under the political and economic tute- 
lage of the United States which took over the country from Spain in 1898 after 
more than 300 years of Spanish colonial rule. 


Outside of left-wing studentry and intellectuals, the middle class, and more 
so the upper class, hardly ever participated in popular anti-government ral- 


lies and demonstrations until the August 21 assassination of opposition leader 
Benigno Aquino. 


Three devaluations since January 1983, which have cheapened the peso by 73 per 
cent, and an inflationary spiral widely expected to top the present 50-60 per 
cent before the year ends, have struck the middle class hardest, experts say. 


Still bitter over the unsolved Aquino assassination, these people together 
with affluent or upper-class Filipinos also outraged by the murder, could very 
well pour out into Manila's streets in protest against the economic bite. 
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The middle class comprises about 15 per cent of the country's 52 million pop- 
ulation, the majority salary earners with college and university degrees, 
English-speaking and Roman Catholic with a strong fancy for western-style 
democracy. 


The class includes small- and medium-business entrepreneurs, academics, law- 
yers, who comprise the country's biggest professional group, other profes- 
sionals, service industries personnel, the catholic hierarchy, and priests and 
nuns preaching Christ's gospel in depressed areas. 


Right now, they would nearly all prefer to await the sessions of the new 
National Assembly. If President Marcos and his ruling KBL Party, which enjoys 
a preponderant majority, come out with “credible solutions," this could defuse 
the crisis, the experts add. 


If no such solutions materialize experts predict a middle class-dominated 
“parliament of the streets" will crop up and possibly join hands with the op- 
position in the National Assembly. 


Such a “Parliament of the streets" shook Manila before President Marcos de- 
clared martial rule in 1972. However it was not the middle class that called 
the shots, but rather student, worker and peasant throngs singing the praises 
of Mao Tse-Tung. 


The danger of anv middle class-led parliament of the streets reemerging, it is 
said, is that its leadership could be overwhelmed by Communist Front Organiza- 
tions loyal to the New People's Army (NPA), which has waged a countryside 
rebellion since 1969. 


If riots occur, say observers, this could prompt President Marcos--who still 
enjoys special powers to dissolve parliament, rule and legislate by decree--to 
call in the military and reintroduce martial rule, but with a difference. 


During the nine years of martial law from 1972, Mr. Marcos held the military 
at bay while imposing his personalized strongman rule. 


Any military call-up this time, it is said, could embolden the generals 
involved to demand more and more power till eventually they set up a rock-hard 
military dictatorship. 


As the Philippines is a predominantly Roman Catholic country, the church hier- 
archy, led by Jaime Cardinal Sin, is expected to exercise a strong moderating 
influence in the critical period to come, experts believe. 


Also expected to perform such a role is the Supreme Court, traditionally a 
middle and upper class stronghold, which has already been called upon to rule 
on the constitutionality of Mr. Marcos’ widely criticized special powers. 


Another such bastion is the business community, whose links with the catholic 
hierarchy, primarily Cardinal Sin, have grown stronger through the years, 
largely because of concern over a growing threat from the communist NPA. 
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The spectacular opposition performance in the May 14 National Elections was 
largely a feat of the middle-upper class, experts say, because it brought out 
the voters in record numbers to mount a "people's watch" over the counting to 
minimize electoral frauds. 


But what matters most of all, according to observers, is whether the middle 
class, with the political and economic solutions to cope with widespread 
poverty. 


With more than 70 per cent of Filipino households living below the poverty 
threshold, according to official figures, the middle class will have to pro- 
vide the non-violent impetus that can apply pressure on the government to act 
speedily on the economic crisis. 


Although far short of the 40,000 guerrillas needed to seriously threaten the 


government, the NPA, about 8,000-strong now, may become irresistible in seven 
years if the middle class falters, observers conclude. 
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AGRAVA BOARD SHOULD NOT GO BEYOND ESTABLISHING FACTS 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Jul 84 p 4 


{Editorial: 


[Text ] Tue Agrave Board has ended its eight- side the board. That should 
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FIVE EXPORTS EXEMPTED FROM STABILIZATION TAX 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 8 Jul 84 p 11 
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PHILIPPINES 


LUZON POLITICIANS HIT TEEHANKEE "RECONCILIATION' PROPOSALS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 8 Jul 84 pp 1, 4 


| Text | 


LSU: 


and Gov. Justiniano 


Cortes of Cagayan—said 
Teehankee's proposals 


“will not promote con- 


would like terminated are 


is for Justice — 
to propose «6 ternative 
solutions to the NPA and 
the overall ineurgency 


turning to the mountains 
to fight us again ~ 
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PHILIPPINES 


CENTRAL BANK FRAMEWORK GUIDES INDIVIDUAL DEBT RESTRUCTURING 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 7 Jul 84 p 12 


(Text) Corporate sector borrowers who failed to exercise the second option 
given them by the Central Bank with respect to the implementation of the 
Stand-still agreement are to undertake individual loan restructuring/refinanc- 
ing with their respective foreign creditors. 


Such restructuring/refinancing should be under the framework of the debt re- 
structuring being arranged by the Central Bank with the country's creditor 
banks through the 12-bank advisory committee. 


The CB expects to complete negotiations for restructuring the Philippine ex- 
ternal debt in the latter part of the year after completion of the negotia- 
tions for a stand-by credit arrangement with the International Monetary Fund. 


As outlined by the 
CB in the standstill 
arrangement with 
foreign creditors, Phi- 
lippine corporate sec- 
tor borrowers were 
granted two options 


with respect to the roll- 


over or restructuring 
of their foreign dett 


The first option 


allowed them to roll 


over the debt for 90 
days or for the entire 
duration of repayment 
moratonum with the 
pricing of the rolled- 
over debt negotiated 
between the interna- 
tional bank and the 
borrower 


This roll-over may 
have to run the full 
length of 360 days 
since the Philippine 
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government has 
already requested its 
creditors for a fourth 
moratorium of another 


90 days when the third 
one expires on July 16 

The second option 
would allow the CB to 
assume the foreign ex- 
change obligation with 
the borrower agreeing 
to deposit sufficient 
pesos with the CB to 
cover the principal 
payment 


Under this option, 
the CB beromes the 
debtor for the foreign 
exchange lent by the 
foreign bank and the 
local borrower becomes 
a debtor to the CB in 
the local currency 


Since many corpo- 
rate sector borrowers 
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by 
the CB, but docu- 
mentation will be done 
individually for such 
loans 


The Philippines is 
asking her creditors for 
a restructuring of be- 
tween eight to 10 years 
with a grace period of 
between three to five 
years 

The interest rates for 
the restructured debt 
are still to be negoti- 
ated 





SMC ACQUIRES TWO COCONUT OIL MILLS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 7 Jul 84 p 12 


[Article by Rene Alviar] 


[ Text ] San Corpora- straints, a company 
tion ( ), in &@ move with export earnings 
to diversify its opera- can retain as much as 
tions in agro-based 20 per cent of its fore- 
undertakings, has ign exchange receipts 
bought two major coco- to pay for imports of 
nut oi! mills at a com- raw materials, sup- 
bined cost of 207 mil- plies, and spare parts 
hon from United Coco- The three oi] mills 
nut Oil Mills, the have a combined coco- 
umbrella holding com- nut oi! milling capacity 

of the of 291,000 metric tons 
Acquired by SMC _ which would 
were the assets and oi! make & major 
milling facilities of suppher overnight of 
Lucena Oil Factory in coconut products for 
Lucena and domestic and foreign 
Coconut Industries, market 
Inc. in Digan “ Lucena Oil has an 
Fey ot That ity of 61,000 metrie 
= tons in copra terms. 
Legaspi City oil = gan, 150,000 metric 
— seco movie teas 
pany. 90,000 
A SMC spokesman All employes of the 
who confirmed the ac- two acquired 
oil mills’ opera employes of 


_ “San iguel's provided the cor- 
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CHARTER CHANGE OBSTRUCTS OPPOSITION PLANS TO PROBE DEBT 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 7 Jul 84 p 12 


[Article by Samuel Senoren] 
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PHILIPPINES 


"POLITICAL TURMOIL' CAUSES TOURISM SLUMP 
HK220534 Hong Kong Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 22 Jul 84 


[Text] In the Philippines, the government has revealed a marked drop in 
tourism, mainly as a result of publicity surrounding the assassination of the 
opposition politician Mr Benignw Aquino last August. Official figures show 
that so far this year the numi«r .f visitors is down by 30 percent compared 
with the same period last year. Keith Dalton in Manila sent us this dis- 
patch: 


[Begin recording) Tourism Minister Jose Aspiras has put most of the blame 

for the slump in tourist arrivals on the political turmoil which shook the 
Marcos government immediately after the Aquino assassination. Also, continu- 
ing clashes with communist and Muslim rebels, he admitted, had given the 
country an aura of instability, and he recently told local newsmen to be more 
careful in reporting clashes. He said they should indicate that most of these 
clashes occurred hundreds of miles from Manila, the main tourist destination. 


The reason for his concern is obvious. Tourist arrivals this year could total 
just 840,000, compared to over 1 million tourists in 1981. Hotel occupancy 
levels have been steadily declining as well. In the first 3 months of this 
year, hotel room occupancy averaged 57 percent. One private survey found that 
the prestigious government-owned Manila Hotel could not fill almost 60 percent 
of its rooms. 


The government underwrote the construction of 13 luxury hotels in 1976 to coin- 
cide with the Manila meeting that year of the International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank. But because of defaults, seven of these hotels are now govern- 
ment-controlled, and some are up for sale. At least half a dozen small hotels 
have closed down over the past 2 years. 


Mr Aspiras predicts that the tourist slump will continue well into next year 
before there is any increase in tourist traffic. [End recording] 
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MALAYA ON VIRATA ACCOUNTABILITY FOR DEBT PROBLEM 
HK170155 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 13 Jul 84 p 4 
["This Is My Own" column by Joaquin R. Roces: “Why Are They?"] 


[Text] Cesar Virata, in trying to explain why after borrowing $25 billion, 
our government finds itself without the means with which to pay even the in- 
terest on those loans, said: They invested the money in non-profitable 
projects. 


Cesar is, and has been minister of finance for a decade and a half now. It 
was in 1980 that he became prime minister, besides. So who does the prime 
minister mean when he says they? Should he not have said ‘we' instead? 
Would ‘we' not be more in keeping with our Frenchy system of government 
which according to the KBL [Kilusang Bagong Tpunan] is a rule by party 
caucus wherein responsibility for all decisions are borne equally by all? 


Every time we borrowed money from the IMF, the World Bank, or from any con- 
sortium of foreign banks, it was always Prime Minister Cesar Virata, who 
negotiated it. He was reputed to be the ‘ninobonito' of all these big 
money lenders. So he would always cowe home with the bacon. It is only 
lately now that he has been coming back with the no can. 


Negotiation, in a series of loans, we presume would include justification not 
only of the purpose for which the current loan is applied for, but also 
justification of the proper use of all loans previously given. It would be 
interesting to know at what precise time during all these years of borrowing 
did our good prime minister realize that all the money borrowed was being used 
for non-profitable projects. 


We respect the prime minister to a large degree. For one thing, he has never 
been known to have enriched himself at the expense of the people. But if he 
has helped, or was instrumental, or played blind and dumb, in the enrichment 
of other people or the misuse of these millions, at the expense of public 
welfare, how then would we judge him? 


So many feel ict is for him to tell us who are they? If we get another loan 
from the IMF like the prime minister himself assures us that we will, will they 
no longer have a say in the use thereof? Or will they again have their way so 
that they can have another heyday? 
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Since all these loans were supposedly for the welfare of our people, most of 
us did not object to them. As a matter of fact, government propagandists al- 
ways saw to it that any government official who came home with a foreign loan 
would be welcomed and hailed as a returning hero. 


Properly utilized, the loans would have been self-liquidating. We, the 
people, would have to pay them but without feeling the strain. 


But as it is today, when we say that “our children will have to pay for these 
loans,” it is not only a figure of speech, because our children are actually 
paying for them now. They are paying for them in terms of less of them being 
able to afford to go to school, more of them suffering from malnutrition due 
to the scarcity and high cost of milk, many of them suffering fro: all kinds 
of deprivation as the factories where their parents were working closed down 


due to the lack of materials, not to mention the immoral exploitation of the 
youth today. 


There is a point to a closed party rule which has been adopted by our present 
Frenchy system of government. The old squabbles between even members of the 
majority should te able to make the government more efficient. The problem 

is that the closeness borders many times on conspiracy, since no one calls 
that mistakes that each of the old departments make in the practical applica- 
tion of their respective policies. The general idea always seems to be able 
to keep the people from really knowing what is going on, by keeping them 
either uninformed, or misinformed, out of touch with what is really happening, 
or at bay. 


Several banks have been closed over the last few montis. But we have yet to 
hear a strong statement from the Central Bank on the matter, either allying 
the people's fears, or protecting the integrity of such banks, and safeguard- 
ing promptly the depositors’ interests. Yet we want people to have faith in 
their banks. 


Several investment companies have robbed thousands of people out of millions 
of pesos of their savings, but the SEC [Securities Exchange Commission], etiil 
has to make a strong stand on the matter and denounce openly these particular 
firms and the people behind them, at the same time assuring the people that 
the government is on their side in this matter. 


There are strikes sometimes brought about, or precipitated by rulings of the 
Ministry of Labor, but then strikers are killed, some policemen are wounded, 
but the bureaucracy in the Ministry of Labor sit tight in their desks as if 
they had nothing to do with it and it was none of their business. 


But going back to our original question. Who are they? 
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BUDGET COSTS MAY SOAK UP NEW TAX REVENUES 
HK171330 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 17 Jul 84 p 2 
[By Reporter Rigoberto D. Tiglao] 


[Text] The government can earn at least P [peso] 9 billion from the new tax 
measures imposed this year, but much of these revenues in effect may be eaten 
up by new and unexpected demands on government resources. 


New claims on the budgetary resources, as recently reported by government to 
the International Monetary Fund, are the Pl.7 billion needed for the Sariling 
Sikap and other productivity-oriented program, P850 million for the 10 percent 
increase in government workers’ pay announced last May, and the P8.5-billion 
cash deficit of Philippine National Bank, Development Bank of the Philippines, 
and Philippine Export and Loan Guarantee Corp. (Philguarantee). 


BUSINESS DAY sources also disclosed that a major concern in negotiations between 
the government and the IMF for a standby credit facility from the Fund will in- 
volve the government's detailed program on how it will meet its target budget 
deficit this year despite these new demands on its resources. 


The government deficit ceiling this year is P7.7 billion or 1.5 percent of the 
gross national product [GNP]. Major cuts in the capital outlays of government 
ministries had been ordered, but those decreases in spendings may be offset 

by the expenditures required. 


In effect the new taxes imposed are expected to be used only to fund the 
Sariling Sikap program, the increased pay of government workers, and the 
deficits of the three major government financial corporations. 


Revenues. The amount of P9 billion in additional government revenues this year 
is based on both government estimates and BUSINESS DAY projections. About 

P3.5 billion will be raised from the 6-percent-point increase in ad valorem 
duties on imports, since a l-percentage-point rise in such duties had been 
estimated by the Ministry of Finance to generate P590 million in revenues. 


The import surcharge was raised from 3 percent > ercent in November last 
year, further increased to 8 percent in April ai. ¢t° 10 percent in June. Some 
P1.6 billion will be raised from the increase ir ecific taxes on petroleum 


products. The new export taxes will raise about /..84 billion for the 
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sovernment; this is based on a Finance Ministry estimate that the export 
taxes imposed startin; last December will yield P700 million and a BUSINESS 
DAY projection (see { June issue) that the “economic stabilization tax" im 
posed on export earnings will raise P2.84 b illion during the last two 
quarters of the year. 


Launched early this year, the Sariling Sikap program is intended to finance 
self-help projects such as forest farms. The government has estimated that 
Pl1.7 billion will have to be drawn from the budget for this program. 

President Marcos was reported to explain that the Sarilicy Sikap project will 
be funded by a seed capital of Pl billion that will come from a 10 percent cut 
in expenditures of all government ministries and offices. 


The P8.5-billion combined cash deficit of PNB, DBP, and Philguarantee is ex- 
pected to arise mainly because of the guarantees on foreign loans these insti- 
tutions had given to private firms. Because of the inability of these firms 
to pay these obligations, the foreign creditors will be asking these institu- 
tions to assume these loans (see 13 July issue). 
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SLUMP SEEN IN ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION DROP 
HK201420 Manila BUSINESS DAY in Cnglish 20 Jul 84 p 3 
{By keporter Abrino Aydinan]} 


[Text] Hitting both production and market ends, the financial crisis has come 
down hard on the manufacturing sector. Various indicato’s show the manufactur- 
ing slump--the seriousness of which is no less apparent i'rom the decline in 
industrial consumption of electricity. 


Manila Electric Co.'s report on its electricity sales for the first five months 
of the year show a broad front of manufacturing industries that have cut back 
on their power consumption. Meralco's industrial sales reached only 1,149.6 
million kilowatt-hours by May, about 12 percent lower than the comparative 
sales last year of 1,049.8 million KWi. 


A run-down of major industrial groups’ consumption supplied to BUSINESS DAY 
indicates ¢.ops ranging from 1.7 percent to 34.8 percent in al) but two 
sectors. The textile manufacturers, which comprise the biggest industrial 
market of Meralco, consumed 166.2 million KWH, compared to 225.5 million KWH 
in January-May last year. Meralco's analysts say the industry has been bogged 
down by the combined effects of a depressed market and increasing operational 
costs. 


The food processing industry's electricity consumption dropped considerably 
from 149.1 million KWH. 


Meralco's analysts point to the deterioration of the people's disposable in- 
come, related or not to the high unemployment level, has softened the demand 
for food by a larger-than-ever segment of the population. 


Slowdown. Cement factories, the third biggest of Meralco's industrial customers 


after textile and food processing industries, consumed 21 percent less power at 
140.9 million KWH, compared to 143.4 million KWH last year. Meralco analysts 
relate this sales decline to a slowdown in the construction sector. 


The iron and steel manufacturing industry, also related t) the construction 
sector, reduced electricity use from 109.7 million KWH to 102.4 million KWH. 
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The highly import-dependent manufacturers of chemicals and pharmaceutical 
products registered an & percent cut in power consumption this year from 101.1 
million KWH in the first five months last year to 93 million KWH. 


Manufacturers of paper and paper products also decreased their consumption 
9.2 percent from 53.2 million KWH to 48.3 percent. Makers of metal products 
reduced theirs by 3.4 percent from 43.9 million KWH, to 42.4 million KWil, 
makers of rubber 6.5 percent from 41.4 million KWH to 38.7 million KWH, 
transport equipment 34.8 percent from 27.6 million KWH to 18 million KWH, 
tobacco 9.3 percent from 19.3 million KWH to 17.5 million KWH, footwear and 
garments 10.9 percent from 19.3 million KWH to 17.2 million kavfm. Consump- 
tion of the printing, publishing industry also dropped, by 18.2 from 13.7 
million KWH to 11.2 million KWH. 


Looking at the power market trend, the analysts expect “rough sailing" for 
Meralco through the year. The foreboding is borne out by continuing pattern 
of Meralco's industrial customers forced by the extremely tight economic situ- 
ation to cut operations down, if not close shop. 
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GENERAL RAMAS ALERTS ARMY TO INCREASED NPA KILLINGS 
HK230233 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 21 Jul 84 p 28 


[Text] All army units deployed in various parts of the country were told 
yesterday to be on the alert against threats of violent activities by the 
New People's Army. 


Maj Gen Josephus Q. Ramas, army commandiug general, sounded the alert follow- 
ing receipt of intelligence reports from field commanders that the NPA's have 
shifted their activities from underground political work to direct armed ac- 
tion aimed at sowing fear and confusion among civilians. 


He ordered all army men to protect civilian residents in their area of respon- 
sibility for they have always been the victims of NPA terrorism. 


In the wake of growing numbers of killed civilians who refused to cooperate 
with the NPA, Ramas said the army should arm itself in defense of the people. 


Intelligence reports received by Ramas from Col Ernesto Caluping, commanding 
officer of the Hame Defense Forces Group (Airborne), said “agaw armas" (arms 
snatching) teams of the NPA who were then concentrating their effort against 
Civilian Home Defense Forces at the Panamin hill tribe in sangat, Sapa, Davao 
Oriental have expanded their firearm grabbing activities in New Bataan, Devao 
del Norte and other parts of Davao Peninsula. 


Calupig's report said the NAP firearms grabbers were operating under Alexiander 


Navarro, alias “kumander" Saulo. The group are in full military uniform con- 
plete with insignias and patches of the 37th Infantry Battalion. 
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VERITAS REPORTS DELAYS, ABUSE FOR QUEZON DETAINEES 


Quezon City VERTTAS in English 1-7 Jul 84 p 3 


[Article by Gigi S. Ovog: 


[Text } 


NOT even Operation 
Cadena de Amor the 
rovernment launched in 
late 1982 in the Que- 
7on-Bicol border could 
apparently curb rising 
disudence in the area, 
Sources say that the 
region is still heavily- 
militarized as before 
and that the anti-dissi- 
dence campaign's 
avowed socio-economic 
programs “did not win 
the hearts of the 


people.” 

In 1984 alone, there 
were seven reported 
“salvagings” in Quezon, 
two cases of missing 
persons, five cases of 
torture, three cases of 
looting. Political detain- 
ees, now numbering 24, 
languish in the various 
detention cam in 
Quezon: one in Catana- 
wan municipal jail, two 
in Camp Arsenio Nati- 
vidad in Gumaca, two 
in the Lucena mun 
cipal gil, two in the 
42nd Infantry Battalion 
Headquarters in 
Luchan, seven in Camp 
Cadig in Tapkawayan, 
and ten in Camp Guil- 
lermo Nekar in Lucena. 

Last June 22, 1984, 
when the case of the 10 
detainees in Camp 


Nakar was supposed to 
have had its third hear- 
ing, the judge did not 
show up. He reportedly 

bring his wife to 


subpoena requiring 
them to bring the de- 
tainees to court, must 
have been given advance 
notice of the judge's 
unavailability, 


friends who had hoped 
to even just see them. 
The detainees them. 
selves missed dinner the 
night before and break- 


fast that moming be- 
cause they were so ex- 


a at the — 


The detainees, Isaga- 
ni Amparo, Nenito 
Casimiro, Ronaldo de 
Luna, Aristedes Sarmi- 
ento, Leticia Segui, Isa- 
belita Sombillo, Victo- 
riano =Ujano, Salome 
Crisostomo-Ujano, Ge. 
meniano ualberto, 
and Vicente Ladilad 
were arrested on differ. 
ent occasions in Feb- 
ruary 1983 by opera- 
tives of the Regional 


Command IV in Camp 
Nakar. They are col- 
lectively charged with 

acy to commit 
rebellion. Ladlad is 
separately charged with 
the murder of a certain 
Set. Salazar in Guina- 
yangan, Quezon in 
1977 

*ee 


IN THEIR petition 
for the writ of habeas 


22, 1983, for instance, 
counsels Dominguez, 
Aquino, Alexander 
Padilla, and Arno Sani- 
dad went to Camp 
Nakar to see their 
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“Human Rights--A Long Battle Ahead for Detainees"] 


f+ eee 
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clients im preparation 
for the hearing of the 
petition for habeas cor- 
pus on March 24, 1983. 
They were, however, 
not allowed this visit 
becaus’ Capt. Olega 
was repuredly having 
his car fixed. Nor was a 
Col. Nieves persuaded 
to grant them permis 
SiON. 


In those weeks that 
they were held incom- 
municado, the detain- 
ees were reportedly 
subjected to mental 
agony and physical 
torture. When detainee 
Salorne Crisostomo 
finally saw her father 
and a brother at Camp 
Nakar after more than 
two weeks, she des 
cribed the 
exerted upon her. She 
said that she was delj- 
berately kept awake for 
four continuous days, 


with rape, and that ina 
fit of hysteria on March 
3, 1983, she slashed her 
wrists. 


In protest, the de- 
tamees staged an inde- 
finite hunger strike last 
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Dec. 6, 1983 which was 
an offshoot of the sym- 
pathy fast last Dec. 2 
for the Plaza Roma 
“fast for freedom, jus- 


facilities in the deten- 
tion center, immediate 
repeal of certain presi- 
dential decrees, resto- 
ration of the writ of 


habeas corpus. 
The detainees ‘lifted 
strike last 


mum demands 
But, apparently, the 
worst has yet to 
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Im a return to the writ, 
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LUZON LEADERS SEEK PROBE OF KALINGA-APAYAO CASUALTY REPORTS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Jul 84 p 32 


[Text ] 
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BAGUIO CITY — 
Political leaders in 


vestigation into the re-. 


ported killing of $1 “in- 
surgents” im Kalinga- 
Apayao. 

Assemblyman Hon- 
orato Aquino. (Unido, 
Baguio), Unido Vice 
President Pablito Sam- 
dad, former Constitu- 
tional Convention Dele- 
gate William Claver, 
and Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines (IBP) 
Pressdemt for Northern 
Luzon Reynaldo Cortez 
expressed grave concern 
over the reported 
killing 


They said that the 
people have a nght to 
know if it is true that 
Only Sl “insurgents” 
were killed or if there 
were a lot of other 
deaths. They also said 
they like to know 
whether women and 
children were among the 
Casualties 

“We should also be 
enlightened if the killing 
was absolutely necessary 
Of Was just another case 
of military over-reaction 
resulting im needless 
massacre. they said 
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free investigation of the 
entire affair 


They said that pre- 
sently, the mulitary has 
complete control of 
news coming from the 
area because the place 
has apparently been cor- 
doned off to outsiders 


Meanwhile, the group 
pleaded for restraint 
from the mulitary im its 
operation. They said 
that no government 
objective could easily 
justify the killing of 51 
“of our countrymen.” 


They also said that 
they were afraid the in- 
cident would not bring 
peace into the Cordiller- 
as, but on the contrary. 
set the stage for more 
violent incidents. 


The leaders also repe- 
ated the previous state- 
ment of Mountain Pro- 
vince Gov. Alfredo La- 
men who said that there 
was no imperative for 
the increased militanza- 
non of the Cordilleras 
(Isdoro Chammag) 
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CITIZENS RAISE 25 MILLION PESO BAIL FOR JOURNALIST 
Quezon City VERITAS in English 1-7 Jul 84 p 3 


[Article by Joel Rodriguez Dizon: “Baguio...Newsman Wins Round One"] 


AFTER learning that 
the P2S5S-million libel 
suit against Baguio 
newsman Isidoro Cham. 
mag will be pursued by 
the Philippine Consta- 
bulary, Baguio vendors, 
students, media people 
and~=—séfriends)=—ss went 
around for three weeks 
feverishly raising the 
needed bail money of 
P1800 in a movement 
called “A Peso for Press 
Freedom.” 

“Sid” Chammag, 48- 
year-old Baguio-based 
correspondent for 
several nationally-circu- 


Assistance Group 
(FLAG) lawyers” in 
Baguio headed by 


Sut Vice-Governor Atty. 
Pablito V. Sanidad, saw 
in Charmmag’s case not 
just a battle to prove 
his mnocence but a 
struggle to assert the 
freedom and sovercign- 
ty of the Fourth Estate. 

It took Baguio Court 
employees more than 
30 minutes to count 
the odd assortment of 


232% 
cath bail. During s 


—F.-. a ro or 
market vendors waited 
patiently at the Baguio 
City Hall's lobby for 
the newsmnan's release. 
Finally, after submit- 


‘with the ball. 


along 
Chammag walked out a 
free man — at least, 
temporarily. 
CHAMMAG was 
charged with libel in 
connection with a new 
story he wrote in the 
Bulletin Today on May 
18, 1983 about a ty - 
of terror in Abra.” His 
expose served as the 
newspeg that led to a 
series of follow-up 
investigative stories that 
were published later by 
WHO Magazine, Pano- 
rama and invited atten- 
tion from international 
human rights bodies. 
In his story, Cham- 
mag related atrocities 
allegedly committed by 
elements of the 623rd 
PC Battalion stationed 
in Abra causing the 
death of a pregnant wo- 
man (Josefina Cayan- 
dag), a child, and a 
barrio councilman (iden- 
tified later as Rodolfo 
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Latawig) The story 
went on to say that the 
soldiers committed the 
act as they pursued 
NPA dissidents who 
had earlier ambushed a 
military patrol. Feari 
retaliation, hundreds 
Abra villagers fled their 
homes and farms for 
the safety of adjoining 
municipalities. 

On the day imme- 
diately following the 
publication of Cham- 
mag's a PC Chief 
Lt. Gen. Fidel Ramos 
used “field reports” 
relayed to him by PC 
RECOM.1 (now called 
Regional Unified Com- 
mand or RUC) Com- 
mander Brig. Gen. Vic- 
torino Azada to vehe- 
mently deny the story 
and bitterly criticize it 
as “extremely exagge- 
rated and grossly m- 
accurate.” Ramos issued 
the denial even before a 
full probe into the 
incidents could be in+ 
tiated. 

The following 
month, June, the Gold 
Ore, an ij 
new based and 
curculated in Baguio 
City ran a seres of 
follow-up reports on 
the plight of the dis 
ge Abra refugees. 

he series began with a 
fully-detailed account 
and documentation 


case against Chammmag. 

After the first few 
preliminary hearings, 
the case nearly went 
dormant until May 15, 
1984 when Manila As 
sistant Fiscal Jose 
Bautista recommended 
the filing of the case. 


pine libel laws which 
require the filing of a 
libel case no later than 
after a full year had 
lapsed from the time of 
publication of the con- 
tested libelous material. 
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MR & MS REPORTS SPECULATION SURROUNDING FR. DIZON ARREST 


Makati MR. & MS. in English 6 Jul 84 No 42 pp 19-21 


[Article by Belinda Olivares-Cunanan] 


[Text } 


N THE early dawn of Wed- 

nesday, June 27, operatives 
from the Armed Forces’ Military 
Intelligence Service Group (MISG) 
raided the officeresidence of Fr. 
Jose P. Dizon in Quezon City and 
confiscated some ten boxes of whet 
they considered “subversive” ma. 
terial. As former Sen. Lorenzo 
Tanada, one of the lawyers for 
Fr. Dizon, pointed out, much of 
these ‘subversive’ materia! turned 
out to be papal encyclicals, printed 
matter of ‘> Nationalist Alliance, 
some of Tanada’s own speeches, 
posters and biank stationary. 

The following day, Dizon wes 
arrested on grounds of violation, 
allegedly, of Republic Act 1700, 
as amended by P.D. 885, and 
PD. 33, subversion laws which, 
as Dizon's lawyers were to point 
out later, had been repealed. 
Together with members of his 
household staff, including two 
children, Dizon wes detained at 
Camp Diwa in Bicutan. Within 
ten hours, however, largely because 
of the intervention of church 
authorities, Dizon and his compe. 
nions were temporarily released — 
the priest to the custody of his 
bishop, Msgr. Felix Perez of Imus, 
Cavite — without prejudice to 





the filing of a subversion case 
against him by the military. 

These successive incidents sent 
shock waves throughout the coun- 
try and aepperently abroad. A 
formal protest was made by some 
members of the Japanese Diet while 
the incidents were continually 
broadcast over Voice of America. 
All throughout the 34 hours 
of the raid in Dizon's office 
residence, representatives of various 
religious groups, notably sisters’ 
organizations, demonstrated sym. 
pathy outside the gate, even in 
pouring rain. 

The questions that immediately 
came to the public mind were 
several. Who is Dizon? Why he? 
The first religious person apprehen. 
cd since Fr. Pete Lucero wes 
arrested over @ year ago. The low 
key, low profile Fr. Joe has been 
active as prime mover of two vita! 
organizations that have been eyed 
with great suspicion by the 
military for sometime now: the 
Church-supported grassroots 
program called Basic Christian 
Communities‘Community Organi. 
zing (BCC-CO), which has spread 
all over the country; and the mili 
tant, vociferously anti-Marcos and 
Anti-US giant umbrella organiza 
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tion called the Nationalist Alliance 
for Justice, Freedom and 
Democracy, which led the boycott 
movement last election. 

Fr. Dizon's arrest also provoked 
other questions and stirred many 
apprehensions among the citizenry: 
is it part of the much-bruited crack- 
down on political dissenters, a new 
wave of politica! repression, that 
had been rumored to be coming 
after the elections? 


Do these events presage a reim- 
position of martial law, a possibil- 
ity the President poised before the 
people recently during a press con- 
ference? 

Militant lawyer Joker Arroyo, 
one of Fr. ' Dizon’s counsels, 
believes that there is a pattern of 
action discernible in Dizon's case, 
which comes after the arrest of the 
late labor leader Bert Olalia and 
a@ few others eariy last year. After 
this, what comes next? Arroyo 
asks. 

Others believe that Fr. Dizon's 
arrest and the raid are meant to 
serve as stern warning to militant 
political organizations, to sow 
terror in the hearts of dissenters. 
Some quarters believe that the 
military targets in Dizon's case are 
the Nationalist Alliance and the 
BCC-CO, not Dizon himself, but 
that at this point the military does 
not want to provoke open con- 
frontation by arresting the bigger 
fish, such as Nationalist Alliance's 
chairman, the 85-year old former 
Senator Lorenzo Tanada, and BCC- 
CO's fighting chairman, Bishop 
Miguel Purugganan. 

The arrest of a priest of the 
Church and the raid on ‘a Church- 
supported office also brings up the 
question of where the so-called 
“critical collaboration” between 
Church and State is headed for in 
this emergency period. People are 
asking: “Are the Church and the 
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State headed for a series of con. 


frontation similar to that in late 
1982?” 


In @ press conference the 
Tuesday after Dizon's release, 
Bishop Purugganan declared that 
the BCC-CO regards the incident 
“as a form of repression of church 
people’s rights because as a priest 
and as the executive-secretary of 
the Inter-Regional BCC CO, (Fr. 
Dizon) has been in the forefront 
of the people’s struggle for life and 
full humanity.” Dizon, the Bishop 
continued, “is symbolic of count- 
less church people who have opted 
to cast their lot with the poor, 
deprived and oppressed.” " 

People read into the speedy 
release of Fr. Dizon some 9 hours 
after his arrest a conciliation to 
the powerful Catholic hierarchy. 
An indication that the government 
does not want to provoke further 
rift with the Church at this point 
and risk even more unpopularity 
for itself. 


lf 35-year old Jose Dizon's 
arrest and the break-in at his office- 
residence were particularly seismic 
in effect, it is undoubtedly because 
of the scope of the organizations 
of which he is prime mover, 
notably the Basic Christian Com- 
munitiesCommunity Organizing 
(BCC-CO) program of the Catholic 
hierarchy, and the militant Nation- 
alist Alliance. In terms of extent 
of contact at the grassroots level, 
these two organizations are sur- 
passed by few others — which, of 
course, could make the military 
understandably very nervous 
about them. 

Fr. Dizon is currently executive 
secretary of the BCC-CO Inter- 
regional Secretariat. To fulfill this 
capacity he has been on loan from 
the diocese of Imus for some time, 
by special arrangement with his 














superior, Bishop Perez. BCC-CO 
seeks a total transformation of 
society through a combined spiri- 
tual-material orientation, by 
means of education, organizing, 
mobilization and faith-life reflec- 
tion. 


In its six years of existence, 
BCC-CO has rapidly incicased 
from a handful of communities 
to no less than 2.000 sitio-sized 
or purok-sized communities in 
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. 
Each of these 2,000 units works 
with an average of 50 families or 
300 persons. On the whole some 
100-families or 600,000 persons 
come under their sway and the 
number promises to keep growing. 
They include workers, semi-work- 
ers, peasants, fishermen and 
tribesmen, as well as priests and 
nuns, students, teachers and other 
professionals, businessmen and 
even bishops. .. 

in addition, Fr. Dizon is also 
deputy secretary-general of the 
Nationalist Alliance, an _ eight- 
month old gigantic multi-sectoral 
umbrella organization of ‘some 
200,000 card-bearing members 
all over the country, which es- 
pouses a “peaceful yet militant, 


vigorous yet non-violent’ prog: 


ram of action against what it 
terms the U.S.-Marcos dictator- 
ship. It was an offshoot of the 1981 
resolution by the People’s 
Movement for independence, 
Nationalism and 
(People’s MIND), the  multi- 
sectoral organization that spear- 
headed the boycott of the 1981 
presidential elections. 


Moreover, a number of press 
reports spoke of the military’s 
linking of Dizon to the Nationa! 
Democratic Front (NDF), @ party 
allegedly founded by SVD priest 
Edicio de la Torre. NDF is said to 


Democracy. 
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be considered by the government 
as the most “subversive” of the 
five or so major political forces 
opposed to the Marcos adminis- 
tration. It is said to be composed 
of the Maoist-oriented Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines, the 
Christians for National Liberation, 
labor unions such as Bukluran and 
Kilusan Mayo Uno, various peo- 
ple’s organizations and individual 
members. 

Recently, a member of the 
Cordillera People’s Alliance, a 
member-chapter of the Nationalist 
Alliance, who wes captured -and 
allegedly tortured by the military, 
was said to have confessed that 
Fr. Dizon has replaced former 
government executive Horacio 
“Boy” Morales as NDF head. 
Morales went underground in 
1977 immediately after he received 
the TOYM award for public service; 
he was captured a few years later 
and is still under detention. Dizon 
categorically denies any link to the 
NOF, although more moderate 
Opposition elements in the Coali- 
tion of Organizations for the Resto- 
ration of Democracy (CORD) gene- 
rally regard him as left-leaning, 

In the minds of many people 
the arrest of Fr. Dizon and the 
raid of his Church-supported office 
brings up once again the old 
dilemma haunting clergymen and 
Sisters who work in the thick 
of the political and temporal 


field. A dilemma which. becomes 
more acute in the light of recent 
pronouncements of Pope John 
Paul Ii denouncing such political 
activities. During his Manila visit 
three years ago, members of the 
clergy by and large thought they 
discerned in John Paul's pro- 
nouncements an inner tension 
with regard to this problem. 

Thus, while he warned against 
“diluting our charisma through 








an exaggerated interest in the 
wide field of temporal prob- 
lems,” he also reminded them 
that “defending the human 
dignity of the poor and their hope 
for a human future is not a luxury 
for the Church... but a duty,” and 
that the Church cannot be indiffer- 
ent to the problems (people) face 
or to the injustices which they 
suffer”. 


There is no doubt that many 
of John Paul's followers 
among the clergy and sisters today 
have been wrestling with this 
same dilemma in their lives: “How 
to make changes without action 
énd how to act without getting in- 
volved.” 

There is no question too, as 
Bishop Purugganan has pointed out, 
that many priests and nuns have 
come to terms with this dilemma. 
They have resolved it in favor of 
the poor, the deprived and the 
oppressed, and have learned to 
accept the consequences. To date, 
at least three priests, Fathers Pete 
Lucero, Orlando Tizon and Edicio 
de la Torre are behind bars; many 
more sisters are in jail, not to men- 
tion a number of church workers. 


One aspect that the Dizon case 
has amply demonstrated is the 
unity of various sectors and their 
ability to mobilize right away 
when necessary. As orle observer 
noted, this unity of sectors wes 
one element sorely lacking in the 
immediate days of martial law, 
when scores of people from various 
walks of life were arrested and 
detained for months and even 
years. Particularly notable in 
Dizon’s case are the lawyers from 
the various civic groups such as 
FLAG and MABINI, who never 
once left him without @ coun- 
sel-witness during the long hours 
of raid. Notable also are the sis- 
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ters’ groups, such as the Religious 
of the Good Shepherd, the Order 
of Saint Agustin, the Franciscan 
Sisters and the Medical Mission- 
aries. 

Throughout the crisis of the. 
Dizon -case, the short stocky 
secular priest’ who was the 
central figure in the drama 
had remained unperturbed and, 
to quote him, “in full control 
of the situation.” Joe Dizon 
confesses that the recollection of 
Jesus Christ under similar cir- 
cumstances during the trial before 
Pontius Pilate and his persecutors, 
as narrated in the Gospel of St. 
John, had sustained him. 

So too did the outpouring of 
sympathy from his fellow reli- 
gious and the understanding of 
his bishop. He particularly relishes 
the resolution of the “senate of 
priests” of Imus, a group repre- 
senting the rank and file of 35 
“wiests in the diocese, which sought 
tor the speedy resolution of his 
case “because he is their brother”. 

Far from embittering him, says 
Dizon, his brush with the military 
forces has brought him fresh in- 
sights which should be valuable. 
Such as, that history is on the side 
of the people and that the people 
would survive their present struggle 
because they have a right to build 
a just society worthy of them as 
“Sons of God”. 

How did it affect his outlook as 
a priest? Now, more than ever, says 
Joe, who was ordained in 1973, 
one year after martia! law, was im- 
posed. “! cannot go back to being a 
mere provider for the people, to 
a Church that is like a gasoline 
station: providing services, where 
people come up to be baptized, 
married and buried — but all the 
time they remain passive and un- 
involved with the station”. 
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4200/911 


Two mornings after his release, 
the controversial priest celebrated 
an emotion-charged thanksgiving 
mass at his office residence, with 
dozens of sympathetic fellow reli- 
gious in attendance. To many 
listening, at no time did the liturgy 
of the mass seem more appropriate 
for the crisis on hand. “! feel as 
though it were my ordination,” said 
the priest with a smile. 

_ And perhaps in a sense it is, 
for now, more than ever, he says, 
he remains committed to the cause 


of struggling for what he cails 


“the advent of true democracy and 
justice in this country”. In his 
office, a passage from Isaiah, 
chapter 58, verse 6, is emblazoned 
on the wall. it goes: “The kind of 
fasting | want is this: remove the 
chains. of oppression and the yoke 
of injustice and let the oppressed 
go free.” 
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REBEL PRIEST'S ‘WIFE’ CAPTURED 
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NINETY-DAY MORATORIUM ENDORSED; $88 MILLION INTEREST PAID 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Jul 84 p 12 
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WORKERS UNITY CONGRESS CISOWNS LM STATEMENTS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 1 Jul 84 p 22 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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Vicente L. Arniego, 
chairman of the Workers 
Unity Congress, disowned 
yesterday public state- 
ments allegedly made by 
Jose Malvar Villegas, Jr., 
in behalf of the Lapiang 
Manggagewa. 


Arniego said Villegas 
never consulted the lead- 
ers of the LM before 
issuing statements to the 
press and that Villegas’ 
statements are not sanc- 
tioned by the officials of 
the Lapiang Manggagawa 
who are presidents of va- 
nous labor federations in 
the country 


The chairman of the 
Workers Unity Congress 
also clarified that Ville- 
gas has no labor federa- 
tion in which he is the 
leader 

Also, the presidents and 
leaders of the labor fed- 
erations that composed 


the Workers Unity Con- 
gress as its political arm. 


Antonio B. Diaz, presi- 
dent of the WUC said the 
legitimate members of the 
Lapiang Manggagawe are 


_ the Sandigan ng Mangga- 


gawang Pilipino headed 
by Arniego, the Philip- 
pine Social Security 
Labor Unions headed by 
Diaz, the Philippine Asso- 
ciation of Free Labor Un- 
ions under Willie Y. 
Guevara. The National 
Association of Labor Un- 
ions lead by Marcelino 
Lontoc, Jr., The National 
Organization of Working 
Women under Paquita 
Flores, The Philiprine 
Labor Unity Movers \t 
under Virgilio Rafael, .he 
Philippine Technica] and 
Clerical Employes Asso- 
ciation under Betty Bas- 
nillo, the Philippine 
Labor Alliance Commit- 
tee under Jacinto 
Tamayo, the Arrastre and 
Labor Stevedoring Union 
whose president is Gil 
Dinglasan, the Labor 
Educators Employes 
Asso. of RP under Jose 
Tamayo, the Workers 
Alliance of Trade Unions 
under Tim Dejon, the 


Bautista, and the Nation- 
al Federation of Trade 
Union under Mr. Ayo. 
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NEW URBAN TERRORIST GROUP IDENTIFIED 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 16 May 84 p 3 


[Article in the "Cops & Robbers" column] 


[Excerpt] 


CSO: 4600/916 


A new urban terrorist group operating in Basilan, 
Davao City, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga del 
Norte and Zamboanga City calling themselves the Or- 
ganization of Combined Sulu Army (OCSA) are re- 
portedly remnants of the Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF). 

Highly informed sources told this column that 
OCSA was organized from the remaining splintered 
MNLF factions in Sabah by Malaysian leaders in mid- 
1982. 

The group is reportedly being trained in Banguey 
Island off the coast of Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Ma- 
laysia before they are being smuggled into the coun- 
try via Indonesia to Cotabato or Davao City. 

OCSA, according to Southern Command (South- 
com) have been responsible for a series of bombings 
in Zamboanga City suburbs early this year. 


This new group is generally feared for its sophis- 


ticated training in urban terrorism and the handling 
of explosives. | 

Most of the members of this group afe said to be 
young radical students disillusioned by the many 
problems besetting Mindanao for the past several 
years. 
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AFP CAMPAIGNS AGAINST NPA MARIJUANA CULTIVATION 


HK241219 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 1100 GMT 24 Jul 
84 


[Text] The military today launched a massive operation against marijuana 
cultivators following confirmed reports that the NPA is behind the cultivation 
of marijuana to finance their subversive activities. The full report from Jun 
Francisco: 


[Begin recording] This was confirmed in the recent discovery of 600,000 pesos 
worth of marijuana leaves in Angeles City. The raid also confirmed the link 
between the marijuana plantation at the Cordilieras to Baguio City, Angeles, 
and other urban centers. Reports released today are armed forces spokesman 
Colonel Arsenio Tecson said even renegade priest Father Conrado Balweg con- 
firmed the report in a written press interview that the CPP-NPA [Communist 
Party of the Philippines--New People's Army] is engaged in the cultivation and 
sale of marijuana to support their operations. 


Narcotics command chief Colonel Ramon Montano, on the other hand, reported to 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Fabian Ver that a series of follow-up op- 
erations will be conducted on marijuana plantations already pinpointed by the 
military, with the end in view of terminating the marijuana connection of the 
dissidents. [End recording] 


CSO: 4200/925 
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$8.3 MILLION RELEASED FOR FERTILIZER IMPORTS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 10 Jul 84 p 9 


[Text ] 
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worth $31.5 million. 
Another $13.5 million 
will be bidded out in 
October. 

The balance of $105 
million will be used to 
finance importations of 
ducts, livestock and poul- 
try breeders, and agri- 
cultural i in- 

ing livestock, fishery. 
feedmilling and food pro- 
cessing equipment and 
parts 

In this connection, the 
government's agricultu- 
ral inputs program, which 
is in charge of the loan 
negotiations, invites all 
qualified importers to 
avail of the World Bank 
facility. 

FPA Administrator 
Miguel M. Zosa, program 
chairman, announced 
that all interested parties 
may contact telephone 
numbers 8618-11-04 or 85- 
50-01, locals 40, 43, 44 ad 
54, or write to World 
Bank agricultural inputs 
program office, fourth 
floor, Raha Sulayman 
building, Benavidez St. 
Makati, Metro Manila. 
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ENRILE ORDERS AID TO DISPLACED FAMILIES 


HK200926 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 2300 GMT 19 Jul 
&4 


[Text] Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile has ordered immediate aid and re- 
lief to families affected by rebel actions in Barangays in Agusan del Norte. 
Reports say some 400 families in that province have been forced to move out 
of their homes because of rebel fighting. Nore on Minister Enrile's order 
from Jun Francisco: 


[Begin recording] Enrile issued the order after meeting with Assemblyman 
Edilberto Amante, who saw him at his office to seek help on behalf of the 
displaced families from Barangay Anticala, Butuan City, where subversive ter- 
rorists were reportedly holed up in their mountain hideout. Deputy Minister 
for Home Defense Jose Crisol was directed by Enrile to coordinate his military 
authorities in extending assistance to the displaced families. In turn, Crisol, 
in a memorandum to Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Fabian Ver, asked that 
the Civilian Relations Service, headed by Brigadier General Pacifico Lopez de 
Leon, mobilize its resources to carry out the assistance program. Crisol 
also wired Brigadier General Madrino Munoz, commander of Regional Unified 
Command of Region 10, to inform the ministry on the veracity of published re- 
ports which claim that the military was conducting indiscriminate bombardment 
of the area where the terrorists are hiding. [End recording] 


CSO: 4200/925 
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ASSEMBLYMAN SETS UP RIGHTS OFFICE--Assemblyman Zafiro L. Respicic of PDP-LABAN 
is setting up a human rights desk in his Davao office to cater to problems 
presented by victims of various government, military and civilian abuses. The 
novel concept is in line with the original promise of the legislator to con- 
tinue his fight against human rights violation in the region. Although not 
yet operational, Respicio plans to come up with a mechanics wherein his pro- 
fessional office partners will attend to human rights cases while he is in the 
Batasan. Litigation of cases against human rights will be made in cooperation 
with various lawyers, including the integrated bar of the Philippines (BP), it 
was — [Text] [Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 1 Jul 84 

pp i, 7 


LONGEST-HELD PRISONER CONVICTED--A military court convicted the nation's 
longest-held political prisoner of rebellion Thursday, paving the way for his 
release after more than 10 years of imprisonment. The court found Fidel Ag- 
caoili guilty “beyond reasonable doubt," the Philippine News Agency reported. 
The military said the former businessman and college instructor was an offi- 
cer of the Communist Party of the Philippines. The military commission sen- 
tenced Agcaoili to eight to 10 years, but because he has been jailed since May 
12, 1974, he can now apply for his release, it said. Agcaocili was the first 
of 93 people accused in the Karagatan case to be convicted. The Philippine 
News Agency said 80 are still at large, four are known to have died, and three 
were acquitted. The military alleged Agcaoili was the organizer of the Kara- 
gatan Fishing Corp. which tried to smuggle 3,000 rifles into the country in 
July, 1972. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 7 Jul 84 pp 1, 4] 


NPA POWER LINE SABOTAGE--Maj. Gen. Josephus Q. Ramas, Army commanding general, 
reported yesterday that New People's Army rebele in Region XI were destroying 
power lines to big business firms to cause turbulence in the region. Ramas' 
report to Gen. Fabian C. Ver, Armed Forces chief of staff, was based on a wire 
report from Col. Teodoro R. Facelo, Scout Ranger regiment deputy and executive 
officer. Facelo said the firms affected by the NPA sabotage activities were 
the Paper Industries Corp. of the Philippines in Surigao; North Davao Mining 
Co., Maco, Davao del Norte; and the Iho and Apex mining firms, both in Davao. 
The latest NPA move, he said, was designed to deprive the people of means of 
livelihood, incite labor unrest, and discredit the government. He said the 
rebels are hitting hard in Davao del Norte. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in 
English 11 Jul 84 pp 1, 9] 
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COCONUT EXPORTS DROP--THE Philippines exported less coconuts during the 
January-May period of this year compared with the same period in 1983 but 
earnings went up a whopping 69.2 percent as increased world market prices re- 
mained firm. The United Coconut Association of the Philippines (UCAP) said a 
total of $358.2 million was paid for 514,407 tons of coconut products 
expressed in copra terms shipped between January and May. This was $146.5 
million more than the 1983 earnings of $211.7 million on volume of 663.991 
cons for the similar period. UCAP maintained its earlier prediction of a 
production shortfall this year of about 260,000 tons, reducing last year's 2.1 
million tons to a 1984 production estimate of 1.83 million tons. The expected 
production drop was blamed on the tail-end effects of the 1982-83 drought and 
several cyclones, which hit main producing areas last year. The major coconut 
export was oil shipped mostly to the United States and Western Europe with 
sales of $273 million, to top by 93.6 percent the sales of a year ago. Volume 
was 282.149 tons, which is 23 percent less than in 1983. [Text] [Manila 
PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 10 Jul 84 p 7] 


~IBYAN INVESTMENT IN MINDANAO--Investors from Libya and other Moslem countries 
in the Middle East will soon invest in cottage industry and other livelihood 
undertakings in Mindanao through joint venture with local traders. Assembly- 
man Salipada Pendatun and the Chamber of Cottage industry (CCI) regional pres- 
ident made this assurance to CCI president Leo M. Idapo, Jr. during a recent- 
ly-concluded dialogue with local newsmen, traders, and iocal leaders in Davao 
City. Pendatun saia CCI president for Davao City Carlos Illustre and the 
local leaders have pledged to suport the objectives of the industry as it 
would benefit millions of Moslems in Mindanao. The Nabunturan Goat Raisers 
Association in Davao del Norte, headed by Ex-Mayor Tony Tulio and the Davao 
dei Norte Electric Cooperative under Dr. Gonzales, both with 50,000 members, 
have also aifiliated with CCI and likewise pledged to support its objectives, 
he said. Pendatun, during the dialogue, informed Diapo that the Saudi Arabian 
government has expressed willingness to give financial assistance to the Min- 
danao region amounting $174 million for manpower and education purposes. 
[Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Jul 84 p 28) 


FOREIGN EXCHANCS COVER--The Central Bank is planning to estabiish a wholly- 
owned corporation to provide foreign exchange cover for foreign debt. The 
plan is in line with the recent amendment introduced to the CB charter (R.A. 
265, as amended) which authorized the CB to put up such a subsidiary. The 
corporation shall have the power to obtain foreign borrowings and “such other 
powers as may be necessary to accomplish the objective.” As stated in the 
amendment, the establishment of the corporation shall not preclude the Central 
Bank from extending foreign exchange cover directly. Governor Jose B. Fernan- 
dez Jr. said the CB was still studying “different modes" for the establishment 
of such a cotpyoration. He said other Latin American countries which undertook 
similar debt vrestructuring as the Philippines had put up such a corporation to 
handle the foreign exchange risk associated with currency adjustments brought 


about ” debt rescheduling. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 10 Jul 
84 p 9 


USSR TRADE EXHIBITION--VK/Zagranreklaua, a USSR advertising agency, will hold 
an exhibition-presentation at Philcite on July 19 and 20. Participants will 
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be various Soviet impor-export organizations carrying out complete deliveries 
and design-work, offering the latest technology and know-how. In town to open 
the exhibit and handle inquiries are nine Russian delegates headed by Lev M. 


Benenson, general director of VK/Zagranreklama. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY 
in English 11 Jul 84 p 5) 


PROGRAMS FOR MUSLIMS TO CONTINUE--The national governmen: has intensified its 
effort to uplift the well-being of Filipino Muslims in the country. This was 
announced by Minister Simeon Datumanong of the Ministry of Cultural Minor- 
ities. More on this from Jojo Ysmael: [Begin recording] Speaking before 
members of the diplomatic corps, specifically ambassadors and representatives 
of foreign Islamic and Muslim governments assigned in Manila, Minister 
Datumanong made the assurance that the national government, with the inspired 
leadership of President Marcos, has vived to continue the various initiatives 
undertaken by the national leadership through the defunct Ministry of Muslim 
Affairs and other agencies with related functions in accelerating the socio- 
economic and political well-being of Filipino Muslims in the south. Datumanong 
explained that the merger of the Ministry of Muslim Affairs and the Office of 
the Presicential Assistance on National Minorities will never mean to end [as 
heard] the government's concern over the interest of the Muslims in the 
country. In fact, he said, that the efforts of the government will be ac- 
celerated through a unified effort of development for al) cultural commun- 
ities. He also added that the government will continue to look into all pos- 
sible means to finally resolve the remaining issues in the south. [Text] 


{HK200750 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0400 GMT 20 Jul 
84] 


PROSPECTS FOR BATASAN SESSION--A healthy atmosphere is expected to prevail in 
the proceedinge of the regular Batasang Pambansa which convenes on Monday. 
This despite the difficulties that marked the negotiations on the controver- 
sial proposal to restore the privilege hour. Speaker designate Nicanor Yniguez, 
who will be in command in the assembly, is optimistic he can steer the body 
toward calm water should it be confronted with some stormy weather. In talks 
with Batasan newsmen recently, Yniguez said it is not difficult ot strike a 
modus vivendi with the opposition which, he said, is made up of respectable 
men. Like the interim Batasan, the incoming assembly will have 2900 members, 
Jl more than the interim Batasan's 179 [as heard], but the new members will now 
be identified by provinces, highly-urbanized cities, and districts in the case 
of Metro Manila, instead ot by regions. Of the 200 members, 183 are elected, 
14 are appointed sectoral representatives, and 3 are candidate members to be 
appointed by the president. Fifty-nine of the total number of assemhlymen be- 
long to the opposition parties, excluding four who come from the NP [Nacional- 
ista Party] Roy wing, anid eight who cre independents. The rest belong to the 
ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipunan. The thrust of the incoming Batasan will be to 


deal with the government productivity program. As in the past Batasan, the 
incoming assembly has the national budget on top of its agenda. The adminis- 
tration has proposed a 63 billion peso [as heard] national budget for 1985. 
[Text] [HK210424 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0400 











STORE” CLOSED FOR OVERPRICING--The price stabilization council has padlocked 
10 more (Sari-Sari) stores in Metro Manila for overpricing control commodities 
Closed were Catherine Thrifty Store, the Gilbert Bakery and Grocery, Gatu's 
Grocery, High Minimart, Perla Store, Libias Store and four others. These 
Stores were closed on the basis of complaints from consumers received through 
the PSC [Presidential Security Command] Hotline and verified by PSC ‘tors. 
Most of the items found to be overpriced were detergent, soaps, sardii 5, 
Sugar, and other basic commodities. The closure of the 10 stores brougt.t 

to 121 the total number of retail establishments found violating the price 
control law. [Text] [0W140856 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 
1100 GMT 13 Jul 84] 


AFP REWARD FOR NPA LEADER--Military authorities in northern Luzon have pledged 
a 50,000 peso additional reward for the capture of the leader of an NPA 
liquidation squad responsible for the ambush killing of a town mayor in Abra 
and his companions. This brings to 65,000 peso reward, the total prize on 

the head of Gigi Bringas, alias Ka Marco, whose group is reportedly operating 
in Abra. The NPA liquidation squad ambushed Mayor Jesus Villamor Sr of 
(Langangilang), Abra, Wednesday night, and killed him and his companion, 
(Yares Doginal), the municipal development officer. The ambush took place in 
the outskirts of Tayum Town, which is about 15 kilometers away from Banqued. 
[Text] [HK140442 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0700 GMT 
13 Jul 84) 


IMELDA URGES PRODUCTION EFFORTS--While the president was busy at a cabinet 
meeting, the First Lady was likewise busy, urging leaders of Southern Mindanao 

to help boost the productivity program. The First Lady said that Mindanao has so 
much fertile land and good weather throughout the year, making the region a 
center for agricultural production. Mrs Marcos urged the Southern Mindanao 
leaders to concentrate on food, fuel, fertilizers, and feeds as focal points in 
their production efforts, [Text] [OW181257 Quezon City RPN Television Network 

in English 1100 GMT 18 Jul 84] 


FERTILIZER COST MAY AFFECT RICE--On rice production, the Farmers’ League of the 
Philippines says the prohibitive prices of fertilizers and pesticides may cause 

a big drop in the production of rice and other crops this year. To prevent 

that eventuality, Farmers’ League Director General (Van) Cruz urged the govern- 
ment to help the farmers by providing them with low cost fertilizers and pesticides 
and by protecting them from high interest rates. Cruz said there may be a 50-per- 
cent to 70 percent decrease in crop yields nationwide due to the high cost of 
farm input. According to Cruz, many farmers have not yet started planting due 

to lack of credit, and those who have already planted may not be able to have 

a high yield due to lack of fertilizers and pesticides, [Text] [HK170839 

Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 16 Jul 84] 








PLANTING OF YELLOW CORN--President Marcos today approved new incentives to 
encourage farmers to boost production of yellow corn both for the domestic and 
foreign markets. The chief executive granted the incentives in a meeting 
with Presidential Adviser on food, Minister Jesus Tanchanco, and Government 
Reorganization Committee Chairman (Armand Favilla). The president ordered 
that farmers be assured of more liberal financing and a ready market. This, 
he said, will encourage them to plant an additional 50,000 to 80,000 hectares 
of yellow corn this year. The president expressed the hope that by increasing 
the hectarage, enough yellow corn could be produced to do away with imports 
of feed grain at $150 million a year. As part of these new incentives, Mr 
Marcos said the government would consider extending financial assistance to 
end-users of yellow corn as well as to suppliers of input such as fertilizer 
and hybrid seed. This will encourage them to go into such programs as contract 
growing and to guarantee prices of agricultural products. The president 
directed the National Food Authority to continue to guarantee purchase of 
staples, especially yellow corn, through its marketing facilities. This 
would mean that the government will continue to buy yellow corn at a farm-gate 
price of 230 pesos a kilo, to give farmers a reasonable profit. At the same 
time the government will encourage exports of yellow corn at competitive prices 
now reported at 270 pesos a kilo. [Text] [HK220040 Quezon City Maharlika 
Broadcasting System in English 1100 GMT 21 Jul 84] 


POWER STATION SABOTEURS PURSUED--Government troops are now in hot pursuit of 
secessionist rebels who destroyed a power station in Kauswagan, Lanao del 
Norte. Southern Command Chief Major General Delfin Castro said the damage to 
the power station resulted in a brown-out in the Zimboanga peninsula and the 
Lanao provinces. He said the attackers were armed with high-powered guns. 
[Text] [HK210808 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0800 
GMT 21 Jul 84] 
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THALLAND 


BRIEFS 


MALAYSIAN JOURNALISTS BARRED--Three Malaysian journalists have been reportedly 
barred from entering Thailand following articles they wrote about criminal ac- 
tivities in the southern Thai border areas. A Chinese-language newspaper 
report from the Thai border town of Hat Yai said yesterday that the order to 
bar the journalists was issued by the Thai Interior Ministry on 5 April. The 
journalists were identified as Shukor Rahman, Frankie de Cruz and M. 
Krishnamoorthy--all from THE NEW STRAITS TIMES. THE NEW STRAITS TIMES could 
not confirm the report because Thai Embassy officials here could not be reached 
for comment. The articles written by the three journalists appeared in the 
November issue of the magazine, MALAYSIAN BUSINESS, and dealt with activities 
such as prostitution and smuggling of goods, weapons and drugs in Hat Yai, 
Bentong and Sungai Golok. MALAYSIAN BUSINESS editor Shaikh Osman Majid said 
he was surprised at the action taken by the Thai authorities as he had met a 
Thai Embassy official and a senior official of the Thai Interior Ministry last 
December. He said he had told the two officials that the magazine would pub- 
lish any statements they wished to make in response to the articles. The 
articles, he added, were not intended to smear Thailand's image, but to point 
out to the Thai Government the need to clean up the border areas. ‘We have 
statements and ground evidence to support the articles, he said. [Text] 
{BK231055 Singapore THE SUNDAY TIMES in English 22 Jul 84 p 1] 


TRADE TALKS WITH THAILAND--Bangkok, 25 Jul (KYODO)--Working-level officials 

of Japan and Thailand Wednesday started two days of talks here to promote 
Thai exports of primary industry products to Japan. The occasion is the llth 
meeting of the Japan-Thailand Joint Trade Committee held for the first time in 
five years. Japanese sources said Thailand is expected to press Japan to in- 
crease imports of boneless chicken, canned pineapple and 11 other primary 
industry products. Japan's Trade Minister Hikosaburo Okonogi is scheduled 

to hold talks with Thai Commerce Minister Koson Krairoek Friday. [Text] 
[OW250509 Tokyo KYODO in English 0424 GMT 25 Jul 84] 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ARMY PAPER ON TRAINING FOR LOW-LEVEL CADRES 
BK060356 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2330 GMT 3 Jul 84 __ 


[QUAN DOL NHAN DAN editorial: "Provide Additional Training to Low-Level Cadres 
of Combat Units"—date not given] 


[Text] Grassroots-level units are placed where we are directly confronted with 
the enemy and where all kinds of challenges face the contingent of cadres. 
Through their practical engagement in combat activities, many low-level cadres 
have succeeded in developing their strong points, satisfactorily performing 
their duties, and achieving progress and growth. However, a number of cadres 
have displayed weaknesses which make them unfit for what their tasks have de- 
manded of them. Therefore, providing additional training to low-level cadres 
is a pressing problem and an urgent task now confronting various echelons and 
branches in our armed forces. 


In order to make low-level cadres fit for their duties, we must, on the one hand, 
provide basic and comprehensive training to cadres at schools in a systematic 
manner while, on the other hand, strive to give them the most important on-the-job 
training so they can meet current requirements. These two tasks must be closely 
combined if cadres are to acquire good qualities and abilities, high combat skills, 
and correct leadeiship behavior. Subjects for the training of low-level cadres 
must be comprehensive. As for combat skills, cadres must be trained on working 
principles, on how to organize, command, and manage their soldiers, and on how 

to handle party~-related, political, and professional work. In the period ahead, 
we must concentrate on training cadres on urgent matters such as combat ex- 
perience, the methods of interpreting the enemy's specific schemes and tricks, 
coping with various situations in combat, and managing troops in combat. 


The role of a command or leading cadre is of decisive significance for the combat 
effectiveness of his unit. If an order is effectively and successfully imple- 
mented, especially in the most difficult times, it is not due to the authority 
but rather to the qualities and abilities of the command cadre. Therefore, 

every cadre must be given training not only on command and leadership skills 

but also on ethical qualities. 


Cadres must set good examples in their fighting will and in their sense of 
responsibility, organization, and discipline. In normal times, cadres must main- 
tain a simple and healthy way of life. Their deeds must match their words. They 
must love end care for their subordinate combatants. In combat, cadres must 


106 





always stand firmly in their command and leading position, give precise orders, 
be decisive and determined to fulfill their duties, and know how to satis- 
factorily maintain solidarity and cooperation with other related units. 


In training, we must concentrate on helping cadres overcome all phenomena such 
as performing their combat duties in a manner like an ordinary soldier and 
failing to properly perform their functions due to occasional lack of calmness 
and steadfastness in the face of difficulties. Higher echelons, especially 
the next-higher echelons of the grassroots-level units, must devise plans to 
provide on-the-job training to low-level cadres on the most urgent subjects 

in order to promptly meet requirements for combat leadership and help them 
overcome complex ordeals. 


Based on the real situation of a unit, we must creatively take appropriate 
training steps by opening short-term training courses with practical contents 
and giving assignments to and helping cadres to become fully aware of their 
duties. Depending on the strong and weak points of each cadre, we must assign 
people to supervise and guide their activities, trying to help them effectively 
carry out their duties. We must examine and point out weaknesses for cadres 
and must draw experience obtained from combat and noncombat activities in order 
to improve the knowledge of cadres. 


In training cadres, we must guide them in carrying out their activities in 
accordance with their functions and with established working rules so that they 

can fulfill their assigned combat missions. The strength of our armed forces is, 
after all, reflected at grassroots-level units. We must have steadfast grassroots- 
level units and party organizations. To achieve this aim, we must have sufficient 
competent command cadres at the grassroots level. 


Realizing their important role and heavy duties, low-level cadres must uphold 
their determination to undergo training in order to constantly improve their 
qualities, abilities, and knowledge. Cadres at all echelons, especially those 
belonging to the next-higher echelon of the grassroots-level units, must have 
high determination and good plans and training methods in order to help low-level 
cadres achieve constant progress and fulfill all their duties, especially those 
of fighting and defeating the enemy and firmly defending the fatherland. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BRIEFS 


ZIMBABWEAN PARTY CONGRESS GREETED--Hanoi, 7 Jul (VNA)--The Communist Party of 
Vietnam Central Committee has sent its warmest greetings to the Second Congress 
of the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU). The message says: "Over the 
past four years, the Zimbabwean people, under the leadership of the ZANU led by 
President Robert Mugabe, have won many achievements in building an independent 
Zimbabwe, developing the national economy and culture and improving their living 
conditions.” It wished the Zimbabwean people still greater achievements in 
their glorious revolutionary cause, thus contributing to the common struggle of 
the countries in southern Africa against imperialism and apartheid, for peace, 
national independence, democracy and social progress. "May the friendship and 
solidarity between the two parties and peoples of Vietnam and Zimbabwe further 


develop," the message adds. [Text] [OW080859 Hanoi VNA in English 0712 GMT 
8 Jul 84] 


NORWEGIAN-FUNDED REHABILITATION CENTER--Hanoi, 13 Jul (VNA)--A rehabilitation 
center funded by the Kingdom of Norway was inaugurated today in Haiphong by 
the Ministry of Disabled Soldiers and Social Affairs. The 80-bed center com 
prises five main divisions: the patients’ wards, physical therapy, orthopedic, 
clinical and para-clinical subjects, and supply, with modern facilities in 
service of war invalids. Present at the inaugural ceremony were Rolv Hultin, 
deputy director of the Norwegian office for international development, repre~ 
sentatives of the Norwegian Embassy, the Norwegian office for international 
development in Vietnam, the UN International Development Association (IDA) 

and the UNICEF. On the Vietnamese side were Hoang The Thien, vice minister 

for disabled soldiers and social affairs, representatives of the Council 

of Ministers' office, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade, and other officials. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1530 GMT 13 Jul 84 OW] 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


BRIEFS 


LAM DONG AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES--After 8 years of construction, the Hanoi New 
Economic Zone in Lam Dong has received more than 3,500 families, totaling 

10,400 laborers, and set up 16 agricultural cooperatives, drawing the participa- 
tion of almost 100 percent of the local laborers in collectivized work. 

However, due to their failure to control labor, land, and products and to collect 
debts owed by cooperative members, the cooperatives have run up an annual debt 
ranging from 30,000 to 400,000 dong. More than 30 percent of the cooperatives 

are rated weak, and the lives of their members are fraught with difficulties. 

To gradually consolidate production relations and create conditions for the 
peasants to develop a stronger enthusiasm in supporting the collectivized economy 
and stabilize their life, the party committee of the zone has concentrated efforts 
on strengthening the various party chapters and, at the same time, made an 
inventory of the assets of the cooperatives, resurveyed lands and fields, and 
opened training courses in management for grassroots-ievel cadres. Eight coopera- 
tives in the (Dem Ban) area have resurveyed their lands and fields, prepared maps, 
and issued certificates of land ownership to every cooperative member. A total 

of 65 managerial and accounting cadres of the cooperatives in the zone have 
received training in contract and management work. Thanks to the aforementioned 
positive measures, in this year's summer-fall crop season, the entire zone has 
planted corm and beans on more than 1,800 hectares, and more than 90 percent of 
cooperative members’ families have accepted work under contracts. [Text] [BK050950 
Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 3 Jul 84] 
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AGRICULTURE 


PROLONGED RAINFALL, FLOODING IN PROVINCES NOTED 
BKO61540 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0500 GMT 5 Jul 84 


[Text] According to the Meteorological-Hydrological General Department, during 
June 1984, the amount of rainfall recorded nationwide was quite alot higher than 
average. Hoang Lien Son and Ha Tuyen Provinces scored an average amount of 
rainfall that was twice what it was in many years. The amounts of rainfall 
recorded in Sapa were 781 mm; Yen Bai, 641 mm; Luc Yen, 786 mm; and Ha Giang, 
675 mm, 


The provinces in the Bac Bo lowlands and midlands scored an amount of rainfall 
varying between 200-500 mm, exceeding the average rate of many years by 

1.5 fold. The places with large amounts of rainfall were Son Tay, scoring 
515 mm, and Hanoi, Hung Yen, Hai Duong, Kien An, and Haiphong, recording from 
318-387 om. 


The southern provinces received amounts of rainfall that were 30-50 percent higher 
than average. The places with large amounts of rainfall were Pach Gia, which 
received 530 mm, exceeding the average by 230 mm; Can Tho, which recorded 333 mn, 
up by 150 mm; Soc Trang, 394 mm, up by 147 mm; and Ca Mau, 478 mm, up by 171 mm. 


Due to prolonged rain in the last 10 days of June, the water level on various 
rivers in Bac Bo has soared high. On 29 June the water level at the Hanoi portion 
of the Red River rose to a peak of 10.10 m. This was 42 cm below Grade~2 alarm 
level. On 28 Jume the water level at the Dap Cau portion of the Song Cau River 
swelled to 6.5 m, exceeding the Grade-3 alarm level by 70 cm. The water level 

at the Phu Lang Thuong portion of the Song Thuong River rose past the Grade-3 
alarm level by 65 cm. On 27 June, the water level at the Luc Nam portion of the 
Luc Nam River soared up to 6.24 m, exceeding the Grade-3 alarm level by 44 cm. 

The water level at the Pha Lai portion of the Thai Binh River also rose above 
Grade-3 alarm level by 13 ca, 


Since the last 10 days of June, the flashflood level on various rivers in Bac Bo 
has remained high with the water level at the Hanoi portion of the Red River 
approaching Grade-1 alarm level. The water level on the Song Cau, Song Thuong, 
Luc Nam, and Thai Binh rivers is now higher than the Grade-2 alarm level and 
approaching the Grade-3 alarm level. This is the third time since the beginning 
of this century that there has been a very high flashflood level in June. 
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Heavy rain caused flooding and waterlogging in large areas of rice plants and 
rice seedlings, with the largest area amounting to 54,156 hectares, covering 
five provinces and one city, namely Hai Hung, Ha Bac, Ha Nam Liinh, Ha Son Binh, 
Vinh Phu, and Hanoi. 


Thanks to efforts of using pumps in conjunction with the use of natural forces 
to drain the floodwater, the waterlogged area has been brought down to a little 
more than 30,000 hectares, including some 28,700 hectares of rice and 3,500 
hectares of 10th-month-rice seedlings. 


The water level in various key areas where drainage activities are being carried 
out is still high. Localities are striving to combat waterlogging, using pumps 
and other drainage methods, to save rice plants and rice seedlings and to drain 
water from 40,000 hectares of land in the low-lying areas now submerged under 
deep water in order to plant early 10th-month rice on schedule. 
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AGRICULTURE 


WATER CONSERVANCY MINISTRY'S MID-YEAR WORK REVIEWED 
OW162259 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 14 Jul 84 


[Text] The Water Conservancy Ministry held a conference on 13 and 14 July in 
Hanoi to initially review the activities of the water conservancy sector in the 
first 6 months of the year in the northern provinces and municipalities, and to 
set forth guidelines for its tasks for the last 6 months of the year. The con- 
ference was attended by nearly 100 delegates representing water conservancy 
services, departments, schools, and sectors concerned. 


The conferees unanimously assessed that despite adverse weather conditions in 
the first 6 months of this year, the water conservancy sector has closely 
cooperated with the electricity and agricultural sectors in further expanding 
the irrigated areas of rice and secondary crops by nearly 3 percent compared 
with last year's 5th month-spring crops and has thus helped localities produce 
6 million tons of paddy. Rather good achievements have been scored in capital 
construction, dike building, and consolidation of embanked dikes and culverts. 
Capital construction for state key projects such as the Dau Tieng, Da Ban, 

and Tien Lam water reservoirs, the waterlogging-control pumping stations of 
Dang Xa and Ngoai Do and the Lac Tien and An Son culverts is 50 to 74 percent 
of the annual plan norms. 


However, slowness has been noted in providing guidance on the supply of materials 
and investments for construction, and the drive to increase the number of pro- 
gressive models in the management and exploitation of irrigation projects is not 
yet strong. 


The conferees devoted much time to discussing measures for successfully imple- 
menting the state plan for the last 6 months of this year and, for the immediate 
future, for concentrating work on managing and exploiting well existing irriga- 
tion projects in support of the summer-fall rice and 10th-month rice, while 
making full preparations to secure all work forces and facilities for typhoon 
and flood control, in order to score achievements in honor of the 55th founding 
anniversary of the Vietnam Confederation of Trade Unions [VCTU]. 


The conferees conferred the VCTU rotating banner on the Hoang Quy irrigation 
Group in Thanh Hoa, the unit that scored the most outstanding achievements in the 
first 6 months of this year in managing and exploiting irrigation projects in 
service of agriculture. 
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AGRICULTURE 


BRIEFS 


HAI HUNG WATERLOGGING-—-Hai Hung Province has nearly 40,000 hectares of water- 
logged rice paddies, including some 3,000 hectares of rice seedlings for the 
l0th-month rice crop. Provincial authorities have provided intensive guidance 

to localities on control of waterlogging affecting rice seedlings and the 
5th-month spring rice that has not yet been harvested. The provincial electricity 
sector has allocated more than 20,000 kw for over 150 pumping stations, with 

654 motor pumps with capacities varying from 1,000 cubic meters per hour to 

8,000 cubic meters per hour operating continuously from 18 to 22 hours daily. 
[Summary] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 4 Jul 84 OW] 
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LIGHT INDUSTRY 





BRIEFS 


PRODUCTION INCREASES IN HCMC—Hanoi, 6 Jul (VNA)--Gross output value of the 
industrial, small industry and handicraft service of Ho Chi Minh City in the 
first half of this year reached 2,359 billion dong, up by 25.9 percent 
compared with the same period last year. Production of the main items 
including hand farm tools, bicycle parts, aluminium utensils, plastic goods, 
glassware, tarpanlin, artscraft items and wickwork for export surpasses the 
first half-yearly plan. Also in the first half-year, socialist transformation 
of private industry and handicraft and reorganization of production have been 
stepped up in the inner precincts. The 34 precinct has formed 151 collectives 
and 14 cooperatives which account for 53.48 percent of the total output value 
in the inner precincts. Meanwhile, output value achieved by state-run 
factories and joint ventures state-private enterprises increased by 32 percent 
over last year. [Text] [0WO70101 Hanoi VNA in English 1516 GMT 6 Jul 84 OW] 


BEN TRE PROCESSING INDUSTRY--Hanoi, 6 Jul (VNA)--Processing industry has strongly 
developed in the Mekong River Delta province of Ben Tre which abounds in farm 
and maritime products. The province now has more than 1,000 state-run enter- 
prises producing sugar, coconut oil, frozen shrimps, fish-sauce, soap...for 

home consumption and export. The province exports each year about 1,000 tons 

of frozen shrimp which finds a ready clientele abroad. Thanks to the growth 

of the processing industry, output value of the province's industry, small 
industries and handicrafts increased from 750 million dong in 1981 to 

one billion in 1982, 1.4 billion in 1983 and 853 million dong in the first 

half of this year. Cane sugar processing has seen the strongest development. 
With 9,000 hectares of sugar cane, last year Ben Tre Province produced 

36,000 tons of crude sugar and 8,000 tons of sugar crystals. Coconut processing 
of Ben Tre Province is expected to grow rapidly with the recent establishment 

of the provincial coconut company. After five years of restoration, coconut 
plantations now cover about 40,000 hectares yielding about 100 million fruit 

a year. The province plans to extend the coconut acreage to 60,000 hectares 

by 1985 with an expected harvest of 165 million fruit. [Text] [OW060815 Hanoi 
VNA in English 0711 GMT 6 Jul 84) 
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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 


BRIEFS 


UPGRADING PORT FACILITIES—-Several seaports in Vietnam are being restored or 
enlarged to take in ships of bigger tonnage and shorten loading and unloading 
times. At Haiphong Port, the largest in northern Vietnam, mud is being cleared 
from (?rivers) and the system of land transport and storage is being expanded. 
The Hon Gai, Cam Pha, and Cua Ong ports in Guang Ninh Province, northeast of 
Hanoi and Nha Trang port in the central province of Phu Khanh have been 

enlarged to receive ships of up to 10,000 tons. The Cua Viet and Thuan An ports 
in another central province of Binh Tri Thien which were silted up during the 
war, have been restored and put back into operation. [Text] [BKO71210 Hanoi 
International Service in English 1000 GMT 7 Jul 84] 
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POPULATION, CUSTOMS AND CULTURE 


BRIEFS 


HO CHI MINH CITY RESETTLERS—-Hanoi, 10 Jul (VNA)-—-In the first half of this 
year, 13,700 people in densely populated areas of Ho Chi Minh City have been 
provided with jobs at industrial plant farms in eastern provinces, the Tri An 
hydroelectric power project and small industry and handicraft establishments. 
Of this figure, more than 4,000 new settlers on rubber farms have cleared 
almost 1,000 hectares of virgin land for rubber tree planting. Under the 
1984 program the rubber farms in Song Be Province will recruit 12,000 work- 
hands, thousands of jobless youths have left for farms in the central highlands 
province of Dar Lac, the Tri An hydroelectric power project and specialized 
crop farms on the city's outskirts. Besides, the city's small industry and 
handicraft service has taken in another 4,000 persons. [Text] [OW110409 Hanoi 
VNA in English 0706 GMT 10 Jul 84 OW] 
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